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astor

TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. If you do not have a church
home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak
with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you do have a church home, we pray that
God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.
COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us in Communion.

Current Worship Schedule:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

Sanctuary Worship with

*no singing

seated communion

* masks required

Sanctuary Worship with

*Traditional Service

seated communion

* masks required

Sanctuary Worship with

*Traditional Service

seated communion

* masks required

Sanctuary Worship with

*Service will be live-streamed

seated communion

* masks required
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
A Worship Series on the Threefold Office of Christ
Week 1: Christ as Prophet
August 9, 2020
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN
“How Firm a Foundation”

5

LSB #728 (v. 1,2,5)

“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”
2

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

3

PSALMODY

select verses from Psalm 119

1

The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.

2

Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge.

3

There is no speech, nor are there words,
whose voice is not heard.

7

The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple;
8

the precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes;

14

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight,
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly
digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”

5

LSB #524 (v. 1,4)

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Deuteronomy 18:15-22

15

“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you,
from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the
LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not
hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I
die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18I will
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my
words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19And
whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will
require it of him.
20
But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not
commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same
prophet shall die.”
21
And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word that the LORD has not
spoken?’— 22when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word does
not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD has not spoken; the
prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE LESSON

II Peter 1:19-21

19

And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do
well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and
the morning star rises in your hearts, 20knowing this first of all, that no prophecy
of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. 21For no prophecy was
ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
6

GOSPEL LESSON

Luke 4:16-22

The Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
16

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.
17
And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and
found the place where it was written,
18
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
19
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20
And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And
the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say to
them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke
well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his
mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
7

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.
SERMON HYMN
“Thy Strong Word”

LSB #578 (v. 1,3,5)

~hymn continues on the following page~
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5

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!

SERMON

A Worship Series on the Threefold Office of Christ
Week 1: Christ as Prophet
Rev. Michael Ahlelmeyer or
Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus

RESPONSE
“Create in Me”

LSB #956

9

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Lord in Your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE PEACE
DISTRIBUTION
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
10

CLOSING HYMN
“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”

LSB #924 (v. 1-3)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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