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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion.   

 
Current Worship Schedule: 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*no singing 

* masks required 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*Traditional Service 

* masks required 
 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*Traditional Service 

* masks required 
 

Sunday, 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with  

seated communion 

*Service will be live-streamed 

* masks required 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

A Worship Series on the “I AM” Statements of Jesus 

Week 5:   I Am the Resurrection and the Life 

July 19, 2020 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
OPENING HYMN              

“Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”                                                    LSB #477 
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INVOCATION       
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

Oh that my words were written! 

Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 

 

Oh that with an iron pen and lead they were engraved in the rock forever! 

For I know that my Redeemer lives and at the last He will stand 

upon the earth.  

 
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION  
 

  Let us then confess our sins to God and ask His forgiveness. 

Almighty God, we have sinned against You in our thoughts, 

words and actions. We turn from the life You have given us, 

following our own sinful desires and seeking to please 

ourselves instead of pleasing You. Have mercy on us and 

forgive us. 

 

God has had mercy on us. He sent His Son to be our Savior. Jesus died on 

the cross for us, suffering the penalty of death in our place. Through faith 

in His name we have forgiveness and life. I announce to you that your sins 

are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

We know that our Redeemer lives! We have forgiveness and 

life in His name! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Lord Jesus, You are the Resurrection and the Life. You suffered and died 

on the cross and rose up from the grave on the third day, conquering sin, 

death and devil. We pray that You would reign as Lord in our lives today 

and every day. Let Your love and life overflow through us into the lives of 

others so that they too might come to know and worship You as Lord. Fill 

us with joyful anticipation of the day of resurrection yet to come, when we 

too will rise from our graves to live forever in Your presence. 

  Amen.  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”                                                  LSB #461 (v. 1,2) 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                 Job 19:23-27  
 

23“Oh that my words were written! 

Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 
24Oh that with an iron pen and lead 

they were engraved in the rock forever! 
25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
26And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 

yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
27whom I shall see for myself, 

and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 

My heart faints within me!” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE LESSON              I Corinthians 15:16-26 
   

16For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17And if Christ 

has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those 

also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19If in this life only we have 

hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 

have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 

resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 

made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming 

those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom 

to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 
25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last 

enemy to be destroyed is death.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL LESSON                  John 11:17-27 

 

The Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 

four days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 
20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 

remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask 

from God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 

day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 

me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me 

shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that 

you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

  Praise to You, O Christ.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third 

day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come 

to judge the living and the dead.   
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
SERMON HYMN  

“Draw Us to Thee”                                                                           LSB #701 (v. 1-3) 
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SERMON   A Worship Series on the “I AM” Statements of Jesus 

Week 5:   I Am the Resurrection and the Life 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

 
DOXOLOGY 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                              LSB #805 

 

 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy. 

  Hear our prayer. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

             against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

 
THE PEACE 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
BENEDICTION  

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 

though he die, yet shall he live. 

And everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 

 

Do you believe this?...” 

Yes, Lord; I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, 

Who is coming into the world.   

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 Amen.    
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CLOSING HYMN     

“Abide with Me”                                                                       LSB #878 (v. 1,5,6) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 


