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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. If you do not have a church
home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak
with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you do have a church home, we pray that
God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us in Communion.

Current Worship Schedule:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.

Sanctuary Worship with
seated communion

*masks required

Sunday, 8:00 a.m.

Sanctuary Worship with

*Traditional Service

seated communion

*masks strongly encouraged

Sanctuary Worship with

*Traditional Service

seated communion

*masks strongly encouraged

Sanctuary Worship with

*Service will be live-streamed

no communion

*masks strongly encouraged

Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.
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*No singing

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
A Worship Series on the “I AM” Statements of Jesus
Week 4: I Am the Light of the World
July 12, 2020

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN
“Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten”

LSB #914 (v. 1-3)
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INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord is my light and my salvation;
Whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
Of whom shall I be afraid?
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage;
Wait for the Lord!

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins to God and ask His forgiveness.
Almighty God, we do not always walk in the light of Your
Word. We turn away from Your Word and will and follow our
own sinful desires and the temptations of the world. We try to
excuse ourselves and hide from You in the darkness of our sin.
Have mercy on us and forgive us.
God has had mercy on us. He sent His Son to be our Light and our Savior.
By His death and resurrection, Jesus has won forgiveness and eternal life
for us. I announce to you that your sins are forgiven in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord is my light and my salvation!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord, Jesus, Light of the world, help us by the power of the Spirit to walk in
the light of Your love and forgiveness. Guide our steps according to the
light that shines from Your holy Word. Shield us from the darkness of sin
and temptations and from the evil that surrounds us. Help us to live as
shining lights in the world so that others will come to know and worship
You as Lord and Savior.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
“O Christ, Our True and Only Light”

LSB #839 (v. 1,2)
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Isaiah 60:1-3

1

Arise, shine, for your light has come,

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
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And nations shall come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your rising.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE LESSON

I Thessalonians 5:1-5

1

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have

anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace
and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come
upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in darkness,
brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all children of light,
children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL LESSON

John 8:12-16

The Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
12

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever

follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13So the
Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is
not true.” 14Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony
is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know
where I come from or where I am going. 15You judge according to the flesh; I
judge no one. 16Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone
who judge, but I and the Father who sent me.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

SERMON HYMN
“Beautiful Savior”

LSB #537 (v. 1,3)
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SERMON

A Worship Series on the “I AM” Statements of Jesus
Week 4: I Am the Light of the World

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer or Rev. Clifford Hellmers (Pastor Emeritus)

DOXOLOGY
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Lord in Your Mercy.
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
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LSB #805

give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION ***Sunday 11:00 a.m. service skip to the Benediction below

THE PEACE

DISTRIBUTION
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
BENEDICTION
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light, for the fruit of light is found in all
that is good and right and true, and try to discern what is
pleasing to the Lord.
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon
you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you
and give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

LSB #411
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
astor
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