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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. If you do not have a church
home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak
with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you do have a church home, we pray that
God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us in Communion.

Current Worship Schedule:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.

Sanctuary Worship with

Sunday, 8:00 a.m.

Sanctuary Worship with

*No singing, masks required

seated communion
*Traditional Service

seated communion
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Worship with

*Traditional Service

seated communion
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

Sanctuary Worship with
no communion
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*Service will be live-streamed

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
A Worship Series on the “I AM” Statements of Jesus
Week 3: I Am the Door
July 5, 2020
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
~Hymns are in recognition of Independence Day~
OPENING HYMN
“Before You, Lord, We Bow”
LSB #966 (v. 1,2,5)
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And when in pow’r He comes,
Oh, may our native land
From all its rending tombs
Send forth a glorious band,
A countless throng,
With joy to sing
To heav’n’s high King
Salvation’s song!
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INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me.
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one
will snatch them out of My hand.
My Father, Who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is
able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.
I and the Father are one.”
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION
Let us then confess our sins to God.
Almighty God, we have sinned against You in our thoughts,
words and actions. We turn away from listening to Your Word
and listen instead to the tempting voices of the world around
us. We should walk in Your will, but instead follow our own
sinful desires. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
God has had mercy on us. He sent His Son to be our Savior. Jesus carried
our sins to the cross and suffered the penalty of death that we earned for
ourselves. He rose from the dead to win eternal life for us. I announce to
you that your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Jesus said, “I am the Door of the sheep…If anyone enters by
Me, he will be saved.” Through faith in Jesus’ name we enter
His kingdom and receive forgiveness and life!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord Jesus, our Shepherd, You have said that You are the door for the
sheep. Your holy name, the name of Jesus, is the only name by which we
are saved. Through You alone, through faith in Your name, we enter the
kingdom of God. We are safe within Your fold, shielded by Your
forgiveness with a world lost in sin. Work through our witness to bring
other sheep into Your fold so that there will be one flock and one
Shepherd.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
“God Bless Our Native Land”

LSB #965

4

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Isaiah 40:9-11
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Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
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Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
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He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE LESSON

Hebrews 13:20-21

20

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21equip
you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.
Amen.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL LESSON

John 10:7-11

The Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
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So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the
sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not
listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will
go in and out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11I am the good
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN
“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”

SERMON

LSB #717 (v. 1-3)

A Worship Series on the “I AM” Statements of Jesus
Week 3: I Am the Door
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer
or
Rev. Clifford Hellmers (Pastor Emeritus)
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DOXOLOGY
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

LSB #805

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Lord in Your Mercy.
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION ***Sunday 11:00 a.m. service skip to the Benediction below

THE PEACE

DISTRIBUTION

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

BENEDICTION
Enter by the narrow gate. For the gates is wide and the way is easy that
leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many.
For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and
those who find it are few.
Thomas said to [Jesus], “Lord, we do not know where You are going. How
can we know the way?”
Jesus said to him, “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.
No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times in every
way. The Lord be with you all.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
“America the Beautiful”

words by Katharine Lee Bate/melody by Samuel Ward

O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!
O beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam
Undimmed by human tears!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
astor
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