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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion.   

 
Current Worship Schedule: 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*No singing, masks required 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*Traditional Service 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*Traditional Service 

Sunday, 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with  

no communion 

*Service will be live-streamed 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

A Worship Series on the “I AM” Statements of Jesus 

Week 1:   I Am 

June 21, 2020 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
OPENING HYMN              

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”                                      LSB #549 (v. 1-3) 
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INVOCATION       
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

The Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in 

Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. 

I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them 

out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of 

that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk 

and honey…” 

 

Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, “The 

God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ 

 And they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ What shall I say to them?” 

 

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” 

And He said, “Say this to the people of Israel:  ’I AM has sent 

me to you.’”             ~Exodus 3:7, 13-14 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION  
 

  Let us then confess our sins to God.  

Almighty God, we claim to be free people, but so often we 

return to the slavery of sin. We turn away from Your will to 

follow our own sinful desires. Instead of listening to Your Word 

we listen to the tempting voices of the world around us. We do 

not love others as we should. Have mercy on us and forgive us 

for the sake of Jesus our Savior.  
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God leads us from slavery into freedom through the gift of His Son. Jesus 

suffered and died on the cross and rose to life on the third day to set us 

free from our slavery to sin. I announce to you that your sins are forgiven 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 For freedom Christ has set us free! 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, when the time came to set Your people free from slavery in 

Egypt, You spoke to Moses through a burning bush and called him into 

Your service. You proclaimed to him Your name, “I AM.” When the time 

came to set us free from our slavery to sin, You took on human flesh in the 

Person of Your Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He is “I AM,” the God 

Who saves us and sets us free. Hear our prayer and accept our praise in 

Jesus’ holy name. 

  Amen.  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”                                       LSB #524 (v. 1,3) 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON             Exodus 3:13-15  
 
13Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The 

God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ 

what shall I say to them?” 14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say 

this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  
15God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘The LORD, the God of 

your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 

sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered 

throughout all generations.”  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE LESSON           Philippians 2:5-11 
  
5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though 

he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 

the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God 

has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL LESSON                    John 8:48-59 

 

The Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

48The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan 

and have a demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my 

Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who 

seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, 

he will never see death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a 

demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my 

word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our father Abraham, who 

died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus 

answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, 

of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known him. I know him. If I 

were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him 

and I keep his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. 

He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years 

old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

before Abraham was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus 

hid himself and went out of the temple. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

  Praise to You, O Christ.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third 

day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come 

to judge the living and the dead.   
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
SERMON HYMN  

“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”                                                    LSB #940 (v. 1,3) 
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SERMON   A Worship Series on the “I AM” Statements of Jesus 

Week 1:   I Am 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer or Rev. Clifford Hellmers (Pastor Emeritus) 

 
DOXOLOGY 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                              LSB #805 

 

 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your Mercy. 

  Hear our prayer. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
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     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

            against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  ***Sunday 11:00 a.m. service skip to the Benediction below 

 
THE PEACE 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
BENEDICTION  

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” and He said, “Say this to the people 

of Israel:  ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 

Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 

was, I Am.” 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Hoy Spirit be with you all. 

   Amen.          ~Exodus 3:14; John 8:58; II Corinthians 13:14 
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CLOSING HYMN     

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”                                                               LSB #643 
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DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 

 
astor 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


