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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

       THE DAY OF PENTECOST 

          May 30 & June 1, 2020 

       Sanctuary Worship Services 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN        

“Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”                                            LSB #811 (v. 1,4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Creator, humbly I implore You 

    To listen to my earthly song 

Until that day when I adore You, 

    Together with the angel throng 

And learn with choirs of heav’n to sing 

Eternal anthems to my King. 
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INVOCATION 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

  How will they call on Him in whom they have not  believed? 

How are they to believe in Him of whom they have never 

heard? 

 

How are they to hear without someone preaching? 

 How are they to preach unless they are sent? 

 

How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the Good News! 

 For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved! 
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CONFESSION OF ASSURANCE AND FORGIVENESS 
 

  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit..   

   Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, You fulfilled Your promise by sending the 

gift of the Holy Spirit to unite disciples of all nations in the cross and 

resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ. By the preaching of the Gospel 

spread this gift to the ends of the earth; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with Your and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  Amen. 
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RESPONSE 

“Holy Spirit, Light Divine”                                                                LSB #496 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON               Genesis 11:1-9 
 

(Tower of Babel) 

1Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as people 

migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 
3And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them 

thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4Then they 

said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, 

and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the 

whole earth.” 5And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the 

children of man had built. 6And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and 

they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. 

And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7Come, let 

us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand 

one another’s speech.” 8So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of 

all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9Therefore its name was called 

Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. And from 

there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth. 
 ‘ 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE LESSON                                                                                            Acts 2:1–21 

 

(Day of Pentecost) 

 
1When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2And 

suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3And divided tongues as of fire 

appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 

utterance. 
5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation 

under heaven. 6And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 

bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7And 

they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 
9Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews and proselytes, 

Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty 

works of God.” 12And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 

“What does this mean?” 13But others mocking said, “They are filled with new 

wine.” 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, 

“Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give 

ear to my words. 15For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only 

the third hour of the day. 16But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 
17“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams; 
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18even on my male servants and female servants 

in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 
19And I will show wonders in the heavens above 

and signs on the earth below, 

blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 
20the sun shall be turned to darkness 

and the moon to blood, 

before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 
21And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 

shall be saved.’” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
RESPONSE 

“Holy Spirit, Light Divine”                                                                LSB #496 (v. 3-4) 
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HOLY GOSPEL          John 7:37-39 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventh chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

(Full Outpouring of Holy Spirit Coming at Pentecost) 
 

37On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If 

anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38Whoever believes in me, as the 

Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39Now this he 

said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet 

the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH       Luther’s Explanation to the Third Article of the Creed 
 

What does it mean that I believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 

Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has 

called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 

sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 
 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the 

whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ 

in the one true faith. 
 

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins 

and the sins of all believers. 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give 

eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.   
 

This is most certainly true. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                   

 “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                                          LSB #528 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                                   “Pentecost Purple”  

Acts 2:1-21 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                   

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                                          LSB #528 (v. 4-5) 
 

4  He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin; 

    He sets the pris’ner free. 

    His blood can make the foulest clean; 

    His blood avails for me. 

5  Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

    Your God, ye fallen race. 

    Look and be saved through faith alone,  

    Be justified by grace. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER       

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

            against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                   

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”                                                        LSB #816 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

 

205-823-1883  
 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 
 

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer - pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers - vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson - rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler - bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter - lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson - bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES:  Arianna & David Shirk (Madeline & Annabelle)  

                                                           shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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