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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

       ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 

          May 23 & 24, 2020 

       Outdoor Family Worship 

 
WELCOME  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                  Psalm 95:1-7      

         
1Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

 

2Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

 

3For the LORD is a great God, 

and a great King above all gods. 

 

4In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

the heights of the mountains are his also. 

 

5The sea is his, for he made it, 

and his hands formed the dry land. 
 

6Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

 

7For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture, 

and the sheep of his hand. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

1Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

 
OPENING SONG 

“All Creatures of Our God and King” 
 

All creatures of our God and King, 

Lift up your voice with us and sing, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

O burning sun with golden beam, 

And silver moon with softer gleam! 

Oh praise Him! Oh praise Him! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

REPEAT 2X 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Dear Jesus, 

Sometimes it feels like you are far away from us. Help us to see that You 

are always right here with us---loving us, forgiving us, and helping us in all 

that we need. Fill us with Your Holy Spirit so that we share Your love with 

everyone around us. 

In Your name we pray, 

 Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE READING                    Acts 1:1–11  
 

(Jesus is taken up to Heaven) 
 

To Theophilus, 

The first book I wrote was about everything that Jesus did and taught. 2 I wrote 

about the whole life of Jesus, from the beginning until the day he was taken up 

into heaven. Before this, Jesus talked to the apostles he had chosen. With the 

help of the Holy Spirit, Jesus told them what they should do. 3 After his death, he 

showed himself to them and proved in many ways that he was alive. The apostles 

saw Jesus during the 40 days after he was raised from death. He spoke to them 

about the kingdom of God. 4 Once when he was eating with them, he told them 

not to leave Jerusalem. He said, “The Father has made you a promise which I told 

you about before. Wait here to receive this promise. 5 John baptized people with 

water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
6 The apostles were all together. They asked Jesus, “Lord, are you at this time 

going to give the kingdom back to Israel?” 
7 Jesus said to them, “The Father is the only One who has the authority to decide 

dates and times. These things are not for you to know. 8 But the Holy Spirit will 

come to you. Then you will receive power. You will be my witnesses—in 

Jerusalem, in all of Judea, in Samaria, and in every part of the world.” 
9 After he said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up. A cloud hid him from 

their sight. 10 As he was going, they were looking into the sky. Suddenly, two men 

wearing white clothes stood beside them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why are 

you standing here looking into the sky? You saw Jesus taken away from you into 

heaven. He will come back in the same way you saw him go.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL READING          Matthew 28:16-20 
 

(Jesus gives the Great Commission) 
 

16 The 11 followers went to Galilee. They went to the mountain where Jesus told 

them to go. 17 On the mountain they saw Jesus and worshiped him. But some of 

them did not believe that it was really Jesus. 18 Then Jesus came to them and 

said, “All power in heaven and on earth is given to me. 19 So go and make 

followers of all people in the world. Baptize them in the name of the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach them to obey everything that I have told 

you. You can be sure that I will be with you always. I will continue with you until 

the end of the world.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 
   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
LIFE APPLICATION:  BE MY WITNESS 

Jesus gave us a job to do, and that job is to be a witness for him! 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Leader:   Dear Lord, you have invited us to pray about everything. 

Thank you. We believe your promise to hear the prayers we 

offer in Jesus’ name.  

We pray, Lord, that you would give us mercy and forgive our 

sins by which we have offended you. 

Cong:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Leader: Bring an end to quarreling and fighting among people on 

earth, and give us grace to live in peace with one another. 

Cong:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Leader: Help us work and play in such a way that all our activities 

may bring honor to your name. 

Cong:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader:  Watch over the sick, the troubled, the lonely people of the 

world, and let them experience the strength and joy your 

Spirit gives. 

Cong:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Leader:  Give peace to our nation; protect us from anything that 

would harm us, and give us hope in times of disaster. 

Cong:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Leader: Bless our church, our pastor, and all others who serve in this 

place. 

Cong:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Guard our homes and families with your love and make us 

loving and considerate of one another. 

Cong:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Leader: All these blessings we are bold to ask because you have 

given us the greatest blessing of all – yourself. Thank you for 

your love. Thank you for your forgiveness. Thank you for 

your promise of eternal life with you in heaven. 

In your name we pray, 

Cong:  Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

             against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

   Amen.  
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CLOSING SONG             

“Give It Away” 

 

I’m feeling good, good, good in a crazy way 

God's love changed me more than I can say 

Can’t keep this in, gotta let it out 

Gonna tell the whole world that 

 

 

Your love is spinning me round and round 

Yeah, it’s turning me upside down 

I can’t believe the way you love me more than I can contain 

I’m gonna turn around and give, give, give it away 

 

 

Uh-oh! Oh-oh-woh! Uh-oh-oh! I’m gonna give it away 

Uh-oh! Oh-oh-woh! Uh-oh-oh! I’m gonna give it away 

 

 

I want the world to know just how I feel 

They gotta know, know, know your love is real 

You love me just the way I am 

Gonna tell the whole world that 

 

 

Your love is spinning me round and round 

Yeah, it’s turning me upside down 

I can’t believe the way you love me more than I can contain 

I’m gonna turn around and give, give, give it away 
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Uh-oh! Oh-oh-woh! Uh-oh-oh! I’m gonna give it away 

Uh-oh! Oh-oh-woh! Uh-oh-oh!  

 

 

Your love is spinning me round and round 

Yeah, it’s turning me upside down 

I can’t believe the way you love me more than I can contain 

I’m gonna turn around and give, give 

  

 

Your love is spinning me round and round 

Yeah, it’s turning me upside down 

I can’t believe the way you love me more than I can contain 

I’m gonna turn around and give, give, give it away 

 

 

Uh-oh! Oh-oh-woh! Uh-oh-oh! I’m gonna give it away 

Uh-oh! Oh-oh-woh! Uh-oh-oh! I’m gonna give it away 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

 

205-823-1883  
 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 
 

Church Office Hours: 9 am to 1 pm;  Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer - pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers - vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson - rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler - bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter - lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson - bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES:  Arianna & David Shirk (Madeline & Annabelle)  

                                                           shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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