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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Mother’s Day 

May 10, 2020 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN   

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”                                                              LSB #803 
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INVOCATION 

 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

   

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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RESPONSIVE READING                             Proverbs 31 

 

Strength and dignity are her clothing, 

and she laughs at the time to come. 

 

She opens her mouth with wisdom, 

and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 

 

She looks well to the ways of her household 

and does not eat the bread of idleness. 

 

Her children rise up and call her blessed; 

her husband also, and he praises her: 

 

“Many women have done excellently, 

but you surpass them all.” 

 

Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, 

but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 

 

Give her of the fruit of her hands, 

and let her works praise her in the gates. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Beautiful Savior”                         LSB #537 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, You have blessed us with the joy and 

care of children. Give us a calm strength and patient wisdom that, as they 

grown in years, we may teach them to love whatever is just and true and 

good, in the way of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

  Amen.   
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OLD TESTAMENT READING             I Kings 3:16-28 
 

(Solomon’s Wisdom) 
 

16Then two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. 17The one woman 

said, “Oh, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house, and I gave birth to a 

child while she was in the house. 18Then on the third day after I gave birth, this 

woman also gave birth. And we were alone. There was no one else with us in the 

house; only we two were in the house. 19And this woman’s son died in the night, 

because she lay on him. 20And she arose at midnight and took my son from 

beside me, while your servant slept, and laid him at her breast, and laid her dead 

son at my breast. 21When I rose in the morning to nurse my child, behold, he was 

dead. But when I looked at him closely in the morning, behold, he was not the 

child that I had borne.” 22But the other woman said, “No, the living child is mine, 

and the dead child is yours.” The first said, “No, the dead child is yours, and the 

living child is mine.” Thus they spoke before the king. 
23Then the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my son that is alive, and your son is 

dead’; and the other says, ‘No; but your son is dead, and my son is the living 

one.’” 24And the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So a sword was brought before 

the king. 25And the king said, “Divide the living child in two, and give half to the 

one and half to the other.” 26Then the woman whose son was alive said to the 

king, because her heart yearned for her son, “Oh, my lord, give her the living 

child, and by no means put him to death.” But the other said, “He shall be neither 

mine nor yours; divide him.” 27Then the king answered and said, “Give the living 

child to the first woman, and by no means put him to death; she is his mother.” 
28And all Israel heard of the judgment that the king had rendered, and they stood 

in awe of the king, because they perceived that the wisdom of God was in him to 

do justice. 

  

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE READING           II Timothy 1:1-5, 3:14-15 
 

 (Timothy’s Mother and Grandmother Taught Him the Faith from Infancy) 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the promise of 

the life that is in Christ Jesus, 
2To Timothy, my beloved child: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I 

remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4As I remember your 

tears, I long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your 

sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother 

Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.  
14 As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it 15and how from childhood you have been 

acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for 

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”          LSB #700 (v. 1-2) 
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HOLY GOSPEL          Matthew 23:37-39 
 

(Jesus Laments over Jerusalem’s Upcoming Destruction and Proclaims His Love Rejected) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-third chapter. 

 Glory to You, O Lord.   

 
37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who 

are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen 

gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! 38See, your house is left 

to you desolate. 39For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                                                    LSB #700 (v. 3-4) 
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SERMON             “A Mother’s Split Decision” 

I Kings 3:16-28 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

Outline for Sermon 

I.  A Mother is an Imperfect Person, Perfectly Loved by God 

II. A Mother Loves Sacrificially, Loved Sacrificially by God. 

III. A Mother Loves Compassionately, Loved Compassionately by God. 

 
RECOGNITION OF MOTHERS 

 
DOXOLOGY 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                              LSB #805 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

      against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   

 



12 

 

CLOSING HYMN        

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                                    LSB #922 (v. 1-2, 4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 


