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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

March 29, 2020 

 
 

OPENING HYMN                       

 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                                                     LSB #702  
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INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES 
 

In the name of the Father and of T the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 

the Author and Perfector of our faith. 
 

 For the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame. 

  And sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  
   --Hebrews 12:2 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY                            Psalm 2 
 

He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 

Why do the nations rage and the people plot in vain? 

 

The kings of the earth set themselves,  

and the rulers take counsel together, 

against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 

 

Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” 

He who sits in the heavens laughs;  

the LORD holds them in derision. 

 

Then He will speak to them in His wrath,  

and terrify them in His fury, saying, 

“As for Me, I have set My King on Zion, My holy hill.” 

 

I will tell of the decree:  The LORD said to Me, “You are My Son; 

 today I have begotten  You.  

 

Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your heritage, 

 and the end of the earth Your possession. 

 

You shall break them with a rod of iron 

 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 

 

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

 

Serve the LORD with fear, 

 and rejoice with trembling. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord Jesus Christ, the devil, the world, and our sinful nature constantly lead 

us to worldliness. Forgive our worldly sins and grant us the gift of 

heavenly-mindedness so that we might live in the world while not being of 

the world; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                   Isaiah 13:9-11 
 
 

(Isaiah Foretells God’s Judgement) 
 

9Behold, the day of the LORD comes, 

cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, 

to make the land a desolation 

and to destroy its sinners from it. 
10For the stars of the heavens and their constellations 

will not give their light; 

the sun will be dark at its rising, 

and the moon will not shed its light. 
11I will punish the world for its evil, 

and the wicked for their iniquity; 

I will put an end to the pomp of the arrogant, 

and lay low the pompous pride of the ruthless. 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM            words and music:  S. Townend 

                   vocal solo:  Emma Lembke 

 

 

“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 

 

How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure  

That He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss. The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory. 

 

Behold the man upon the cross, my sin upon His shoulders. 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life. I know that it is finished. 

 

I will not boast in anything:  no gifts, no power, no wisdom.  

But I will boast in Jesus Christ:  His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer.  

But this I know with all my heart:  His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer. 

But this I know with all my heart:  His wounds have paid my ransom.  

His wounds have paid my ransom. 
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EPISTLE READING                                                                                    I John 2:15-17 
 

(Choice between Things of This World and the Will of God) 
 

15Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 

love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world—the desires of the 

flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father 

but is from the world. 17And the world is passing away along with its desires, but 

whoever does the will of God abides forever. 
 

          This is the Word of the Lord. 

                      Thanks be to God. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                           John 18:33-38 
 

(Jesus Says, “My Kingdom Is Not of This World.”) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the eighteenth chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

33So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are 

you the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, 

or did others say it to you about me?” 35Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own 

nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you 

done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were 

of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered 

over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37Then Pilate said to 

him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this 

purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear 

witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38Pilate said 

to him, “What is truth?” 
 

\ This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 
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NICENE CREED                    

I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living     

     and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

      who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

      and glorified, 

      who spoke by the prophets. 
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 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
HYMN  OF THE DAY                        

 “What Is the World to Me”                                                                         LSB #730 
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SERMON                        “Worldly Eyes” 

John 18:33-38 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER       

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

            trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                         

“Christ, the Life of All the Living”                                                    LSB #420 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE       


