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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Third Sunday of Lent 

March 15, 2020 

 
OPENING HYMN                       

 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”                         LSB #439 (v. 1,4-5)  
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INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES 
 

In the name of the Father and of T the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 

the Author and Perfector of our faith. 
 

 For the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame. 

  And sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  
   --Hebrews 12:2 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY                          Psalm 27 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation;  

whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

of whom shall I be afraid? 

 

When evildoers assail me 

to eat up my flesh, 

My adversaries and foes, 

it is they who stumble and fall. 

 

Though an army encamp against me, 

my heart shall not fear; 

Though war arise against me, 

yet I will be confident. 

 

One thing have I asked of the Lord, 

that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord 

and to inquire in His temple. 

 

For He will hide me in His shelter 

In the day of trouble; 

 He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; 

He will lift me high upon a rock. 
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LENTEN RESPONSE 

“Our Eyes Behold the Savior’s Face” (v. 1)                     L.M. Clark  
 

Our eyes behold the Savior’s face 

And yet cannot perceive 

That His perspective held our grace 

Before we could believe. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that our sins of thought, word, and deed 

deny Your Lordship over us. Forgive us all our sins and give us strength 

each day to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow You; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                         Isaiah 59:1-3, 12-13 
 

(Isaiah Warns Israel Not to Deny the Lord) 
 

1Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, 

or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; 
2but your iniquities have made a separation 

between you and your God, 

and your sins have hidden his face from you 

so that he does not hear. 
3For your hands are defiled with blood 

and your fingers with iniquity; 

your lips have spoken lies; 

your tongue mutters wickedness. 
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12For our transgressions are multiplied before you, 

and our sins testify against us; 

for our transgressions are with us, 

and we know our iniquities: 
13transgressing, and denying the LORD, 

and turning back from following our God, 

speaking oppression and revolt, 

conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)                                                                                    arr. J. Rouse 
 

“His Mercy Is More” 
 

What love could remember, no wrongs we have done? 

Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum. 

Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore; 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 

Praise the Lord! His mercy is more; 

Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn.  

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 

What patience would wait as we constantly roam? 

What Father, so tender, is calling us home? 

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 

Praise the Lord! His mercy is more; 

Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn.  

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 
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What riches of kindness He lavished on us. 

His blood was the payment, His life was the cost. 

We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford; 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 
 

Praise the Lord! His mercy is more; 

Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn.  

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 
EPISTLE READING                                                                               II Timothy 2:8-13 
 

(God Cannot Deny Himself, He Is Faithful) 
 

8Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached 

in my gospel, 9for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the 

word of God is not bound! 10Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the 

elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal 

glory. 11The saying is trustworthy, for: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 
12if we endure, we will also reign with him; 

if we deny him, he also will deny us; 
13if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself. 
 

          This is the Word of the Lord. 

                      Thanks be to God. 

 
LENTEN RESPONSE 

“Our Eyes Behold the Savior’s Face” (v. 4)                     L.M. Clark  
 

Our sights train on the dreadful cross. 

Beneath His knowing eyes, 

Our sins are bare and set for loss; 

He sees us as His prize. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                Mark 14:26-31,66-72 
 

(Peter Denies Jesus) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the fourteenth chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

26And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27And 

Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the 

shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 28But after I am raised up, I will go 

before you to Galilee.” 29Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I will 

not.” 30And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster 

crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 31But he said emphatically, “If I must 

die with you, I will not deny you.” And they all said the same. 
66And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high 

priest came, 67and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, 

“You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68But he denied it, saying, “I neither 

know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and 

the rooster crowed. 69And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the 

bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70But again he denied it. And after a little 

while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you 

are a Galilean.” 71But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do 

not know this man of whom you speak.” 72And immediately the rooster crowed a 

second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the 

rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 
 

\ This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED                    

I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible. 
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 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living     

     and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

      who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

      and glorified, 

      who spoke by the prophets. 
 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN  OF THE DAY                        

 “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”                                                   LSB #451 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                      “Denying Eyes” 

Mark 14:26-31,66-72 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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OFFERING         (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 
OFFERTORY 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER       

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

            trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

“Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”  LSB #435 

         “Meekness and Mystery” (10:30)  Choir 

“Glory Be to Jesus”  LSB #433 

“Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”  LSB #434 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever. 

 Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                         

“Christ, the Life of All the Living”                                                    LSB #420 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE       
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     HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 
 

Palm Sunday Worship  

April 5
th

 at 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 
Maundy Thursday Worship  

April 9
th

 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Good Friday Worship  

April 10
th

 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
EASTER SUNDAY: 

 

Worship  

April 12
th

 at 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
 

Easter Breakfast  

8:45-10:15 a.m. 
 

Egg Hunt  

9:30 a.m. 
 

~bring fresh flowers to help decorate the Living Cross~ 


