
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

February 16, 2020 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 February 16, 2020 

 

OPENING HYMN         

 “Voices Raised to You We Offer”                                               LSB # 795 (v. 1,3-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 How can any praise we offer 

    Measure all the thanks we owe? 

Take our hearts and hands and voices— 

    Gifts of love we can bestow. 

        Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    Triune God, to You we sing! 
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INVOCATION 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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PSALM 100 

“All People that on Earth Do Dwell”         LSB #791 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of love, through Your Son You have commanded us to love one 

another and help and support our neighbor in every bodily need. By the 

guidance of Your Word and Spirit, deliver us from impenitence and teach 

us the truth that we might confess our sins, receive Your forgiveness, and 

be reconciled to one another, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

 Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                 Genesis 4:3-16 

 
 

(Cain Murders Abel) 
 

3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the 

ground, 4and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat 

portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his 

offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6The LORD 

said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7If you do well, 

will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. 

Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 
8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up 

against his brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is 

Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10And 

the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying 

to me from the ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, which has 

opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you 

work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a 

fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is 

greater than I can bear. 14Behold, you have driven me today away from the 

ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer 

on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15Then the LORD said to him, 

“Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the 

LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him. 16Then Cain 

went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the land of Nod, east of 

Eden. 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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CHORAL ANTHEM  (10:30)                                                                            M. Haugen 

 

“Gather Us In” 

 

Here in this place new light is streaming, Now is the darkness vanished away, 

See in this space our fears and our dreaming, Brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in the lost and forsaken, Gather us in the blind and the lame; 

Call to us now, and we shall awaken, We shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

We are the young our lives are a myst’ry, We are the old who yearn for your face, 

We have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, Called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in the rich and the haughty, Gather us in the proud and the strong; 

Give us a heart so meek and so lowly, Give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

Here we will take the wine and the water, Here we will take the bread of new birth,  

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, Not in some heaven, light years away, 

But here in this place the new light is shining, Now is the Kingdom, now is the day. 

Gather us in and hold us forever, Gather us in and make us your own; 

Gather us in all peoples together, Fire of love in our flesh and our bone,  

Fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
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EPISTLE                             I John 3:11-16 

 

(Love One Another) 

 
11For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should 

love one another. 12We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and 

murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were 

evil and his brother’s righteous. 13Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world 

hates you. 14We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love 

the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 15Everyone who hates his 

brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in 

him. 
16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brothers.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 5:21-26 

 

(On Murder) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

21“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and 

whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that everyone who 

is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother 

will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell 

of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 

brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and 

go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come 

to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest 

your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be 

put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the 

last penny. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ.  

 
CATECHISM                 Fifth Commandment 
 

 You shall not murder. 

 

 What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt nor harm our 

neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every bodily need.  
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  

 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                                               LSB #790 (v. 1,2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON     

“2KR:  Righteousness before Man and Righteousness before God” 

Matthew 5:21-26 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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VOLUNTARY (8:00) 

 
HANDBELL CHOIR (10:30) 

“Abundant Praise!”                                                                                       S. Eithun 

 
OFFERING     (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For . . . . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER       

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass     

     against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  

 
DISTRIBUTION  

 “Just As I Am, without One Plea”   LSB #570 

 “Bring Forth the Kingdom” (10:30)   Choir 

 “Lamb of God”     LSB #550 

“The Lamb”      LSB #547 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this holy 

Sacrament. Keep us in Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as 

You live in us. May Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to 

life everlasting. Hear us for the sake of Your name. 

Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                  

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”                                                   LSB #918 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ASH WEDNESDAY 

FEBRUARY 26, 2020 

 

Noon—Worship Service  

with the Imposition of Ashes (no communion) 

~Soup Lunch sponsored by Senior Ministry immediately following~ 

 

6:00 p.m.—Fellowship Meal 

 

6:45 p.m.—Worship Service 

 with the Imposition of Ashes and communion 

 
**Please note there will be no Adult or Children’s Choir Practice  

 

**Please sign up on the bulletin board if you plan 

 to attend the noon or evening meal 
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LENT MIDWEEK SCHEDULE 

 

“BY HIS WOUNDS WE ARE HEALED” 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS: 

March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th 

April 1st 

 

6:00 p.m.—Fellowship Dinner 

 

6:30 p.m.—Children’s Praise Service Rehearsal 

 

6:45 p.m.—Lenten Worship Service 

 

7:30 p.m.—Adult Choir Practice 


