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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:lwalter@vestavialutheran.org


1 

 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
  

February 9, 2020 

 
OPENING HYMN         

 “Crown Him with Many Crowns”                                                  LSB # 525 (v. 1-4) 
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INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. 

 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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INTROIT                                    Psalm 85 

 

9Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 

that glory may dwell in our land. 

 

10Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 

righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

 

11Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 

and righteousness looks down from the sky. 

 

12Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 

and our land will yield its  increase. 

 

13Righteousness will go before him 

and make his footsteps a way. 

 

 

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Faithful God, whose mercies are new to us every morning, we humbly pray 

that You would look upon us in mercy and renew us by Your Holy Spirit. 

Keep safe our going out and our coming in, and let Your blessing remain 

with us throughout this day. Preserve us in Your righteousness, and grant 

us a portion in that eternal life which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                    Isaiah 11:1-9 
 

(The Righteous Rule of the Messiah) 
 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                             Romans 3:21-31 
 

(No One Is Righteous by Keeping the Law) 
 

21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 

although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of 

God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his 

grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put 

forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 

God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 

former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he 

might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a 

law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by 

faith apart from works of the law. 29Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the 

God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30since God is one. He will justify the 

circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31Do we then 

overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the 

law. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE   

 
 

 



8 

 

HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 5:17-20 
 

 

(Jesus Fulfilled the Law) 
 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

   

 

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 

come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and 

earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 

accomplished. 19Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven.  
20“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                  (inside back LSB cover) 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

 “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”                                          LSB #563 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 
 

 
SERMON         “The Law Demands More Than You Can Give” 

Matthew 5:20 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING     (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER                 (inside back LSB cover) 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION  
 

 “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  LSB #528 

 “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”  LSB #524 

 “God Loved the World So That He Gave”  LSB #571 

“Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”  LSB #556 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this holy 

Sacrament. Keep us in Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as 

You live in us. May Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to 

life everlasting. Hear us for the sake of Your name. 

Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN                  

“Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”                            LSB #917 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  


