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PRELUDE 

 

OPENING HYMN       

 “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”                                         LSB #395 (v. 1-4) 
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2 

 

INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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PSALM                                    Select verses from Psalm 27 

 
1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

of whom shall I be afraid? 

 
4One thing have I asked of the LORD, 

that will I seek  after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 

and to inquire in his temple. 

 
13I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD 

in the land of the living! 

 
14Wait for the LORD; 

be strong, and let your heart take courage; 

wait for the LORD! 

 
1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

of whom shall I be afraid? 
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KYRIE 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You 

have reconciled us to Yourself. Grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may 

proclaim the good news of Your salvation so that all who hear it may 

receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                               Isaiah 9:1-4 
 

(The People Who Walked in Darkness Have Seen a Great Light) 
 

1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he 

brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 

latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the nations. 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

and the staff for his shoulder, 

the rod of his oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)                                                                                     J. M. Martin 

 

“A Jubilant Call to Praise” 

 

Rise and sing the Light has come. See the glory of the morning sun. 

Let your music fill this place. Wake with dawn with shouts of praise! 

Rise and sing the Light has come. O, sing unto the Lord, sing unto the Lord. 

Sing a joyful, jubilant song! 

 

People, lift a glad refrain. Let your alleluias live again. 

Come, proclaim what God has done; all your voices now as one. 

Rise and sing the Light has come. O, sing unto the Lord, sing unto the Lord.  

Sing a joyful, jubilant song! 

 

Come and join the celebrations. This is the day that God has made. 

Join your praise with all creations! Sing unto the lord, sing unto the Lord. 

Sing unto the Lord a new song. 

 

Praise the Lord who sets us free! Praise the wonders of His majesty! 

Laud and glorify the name. All His mighty works proclaim. 

Rise and sing the Light has come. O, sing unto the Lord, sing unto the Lord.  

Sing a joyful, jubilant song! 

O, sing unto the Lord! Sing unto the Lord! 

Praise God with joyful jubilant song! 
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EPISTLE READING                                 Ephesians 5:8-15 
 

(Walk in the Light) 
 

8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 

true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the 

unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to 

speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the 

light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it 

says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 

and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 
15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 4:12-17 

 

(Jesus Begins His Ministry) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

12Now when [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee.  
13And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the 

territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what was spoken by the prophet 

Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
15“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16the people dwelling in darkness 

have seen a great light, 

and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 

on them a light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ.  

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                    (inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal) 

          

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY      

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                                                      LSB #411 
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SERMON                                       “God Is Light” 

I John 1:5 

Pastor Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 
OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH       

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”  LSB #839 

 “The Summons” (10:30)    Choir 

 “Beautiful Savior”     LSB #537 

 “Father, We Praise Thee”    LSB #875 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
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BENEDICTION  

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN             

“The People That in Darkness Sat”                                                  LSB #412 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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