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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY 

January 19, 2020 
 

PRELUDE 
 

OPENING HYMN       “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”         LSB #848 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

  

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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PSALM                                   Select verses from Psalm 146 
 

1Praise  the LORD! 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

 
2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 
5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

whose hope is in the LORD his God, 

 
6who made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and all that is in them, 

who keeps faith forever; 

 
7who executes justice for the oppressed, 

 who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

 
8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

the LORD loves the righteous. 

 
KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Lord Jesus Christ, as You journeyed to Your own suffering and death in 

Jerusalem, You stopped to heal blind Bartimaeus because You care for the 

hurts of both body and soul and desire our well-being at great cost to 

Yourself. Help us to mirror Your love to the world, for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                             Isaiah 42:5-9 

 

(The Servant of the Lord) 

 

5Thus says God, the LORD, 

who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people on it 

and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 

I will take you by the hand and keep you; 

I will give you as a covenant for the people, 

a light for the nations, 
7to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD; that is my name; 

my glory I give to no other, 

nor my praise to carved idols. 
9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 

and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth 

I tell you of them.” 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE READING                                       I Peter 2:9-10 

 
 

(Called Out of Darkness into the Light) 

 
 

9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are 

God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 

mercy. 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL                 Mark 10:46-52 

 

(Blind Bartimaeus Receives His Sight) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

46And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a 

great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the 

roadside. 47And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out 

and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48And many rebuked him, 

telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy 

on me!” 49And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, 

saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” 50And throwing off his cloak, 

he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me 

to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” 
52And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And 

immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED               

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY      

“Your Hand, O Lord in Days of Old”                                                            LSB #846 
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SERMON 

“What Do You Want?  Mercy or More?” 

Mark 10:36,51 

Pastor Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH       

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth       

     as it is in heaven; 

  give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those       

  who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom        

 and the power and the glory      

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way”   LSB #857 

 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”    LSB #790 

 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   LSB #686 

 “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”   LSB #839 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
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~INTRODUCTION TO UPCOMING CONGREGATIONAL  

MISSION PROJECT FOR LENT~ 

 

“Lutheran Braille Workers Buy-A-Dot Campaign” 

 

Lutheran Braille Workers, located in Yucaipa, CA, has launched its new Buy-A-Dot 

campaign to help support the production of large print and Braille Bibles, as well 

as related expenses. As one of the Lutheran Braille Workers’ Ministry Production 

Centers, we know how important it is to produce Braille materials for people who 

are Blind who may not have other access to God’s Word.  

Our Buy-A-Dot Campaign will run during Lent. Today, we want  

to introduce what will be happening in Lent.  

 
BENEDICTION  

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 
~The service concludes on the following page with the Sending Hymn.~ 
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SENDING HYMN             

“Lord of All Hopefulness”                                                             LSB #738 (v. 1,3,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 


