
   

 

 

 
 

 

“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace,  

so sure and certain that a man would stake his life  

on it a thousand times.” 

 

(Martin Luther, Preface to Romans, 1522) 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
Part Three of Romans:  The Word of God 

October 20, 2019 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN        

 “Thy Strong Word”                                                                         LSB #578 (v. 1-3) 
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INVOCATION  
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 

 
CONFESSION  
 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

   Amen. 
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LITANY ON THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE WORD  

 

God encourages us with these promises from His Word. 

 

Lord, when I am afraid,                                   

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 

give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  
     (John 14:27) 

 

Lord, when I am worried,       

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 

strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right 

hand.                                                                                             (Isaiah 41:10) 

 

Lord, when the world is against me,     

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 

world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world. 
(John 16:33) 

 

Lord, when life becomes so uncertain,                         

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.   (Psalm 46:1) 

 

Lord, when problems overwhelm me, 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at 

the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, 

because he cares for you.                                                             (I Peter 5:6-7) 

 

Lord, when I am in pain, 

Cast your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain you; he will never permit 

the righteous to be moved.        (Psalm 55:22) 

 

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Encouraging Father, You have given us Your Word in the Bible so that we 

may know Your Truth. Lead us into an ever deeper understanding of Your 

grace given in Jesus Christ as revealed in Your Word and strengthen our 

faith that we may live in ever greater obedience to what Your Word 

teaches us about  Your will for our lives. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

Your Son and our Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 
RESPONSE                                

“Thy Strong Word”                                                                             LSB #578 (v. 6) 

  

God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 
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OLD TESTAMENT                                                                     Deuteronomy 8:1-3 
 

(Do Not Forget the Lord) 
 

1“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, 

that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD 

swore to give to your fathers. 2And you shall remember the whole way that the 

LORD your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might 

humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would 

keep his commandments or not. 3And he humbled you and let you hunger and 

fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he 

might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by 

every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)                                   arr. B. Buda 
 

“His Word, Forever Unchanging” 

 

Though all my heart should feel condemned for want of some sweet token, 

There is one greater than my heart whose Word cannot be broken,  

Whose Word cannot be broken. 

For feelings come and feelings go and feelings are deceiving.  

My warrant is the Word of God. Naught else is worth believing. 

Naught else is worth believing  

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 

I’ll trust in God’s unchanging Word ‘til soul and body sever. 

For though all things shall pass away. His Word shall stand forever. 

His Word shall stand forever. 
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On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 

All other ground is sinking sand.  

On Christ, The Word, I stand! 

 
EPISTLE READING                                                                          Romans 15:4-6 
 

(The Encouragement of Scripture Gives Hope) 
 

4For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 

have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 

such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you 

may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”                                                LSB #577 (v. 1,4) 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                    John 20:30-31 
 

(The Purpose of the Word Is to Have Faith in Christ) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John the twentieth chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                   

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE             
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THEME HYMN                

“In Christ Alone”                                                                                Getty/Townend 
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SERMON                       “The Encouragement of the Scriptures” 

Romans 15:4-6 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING     (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                  (inside back LSB cover) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

  “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”  LSB #589 

 “Behold the Lamb”     Choir (10:30) 

 “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”  LSB #584 

 “Jesus Loves Me”     LSB #588 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshipped in Your presence 

and received both forgiveness of many sins and assurance of Your love in 

Christ Jesus. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep 

us in faith until, with all Your saints, we inherit eternal salvation, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen. 
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BLESSING  

 The Lord bless you and keep you; 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN           

“Almighty Father, Bless the Word”                                                           LSB #923 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 


