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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler—bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 15, 2019 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN               

 “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”                                              LSB #791 (v. 1-4) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   Who made heaven and earth. 

 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen. 



4 

 

PSALMODY                                                    Psalm 119:172-176 
 

My tongue will sing of Your word, 

for all Your commandments are right. 

 

Let Your hand be ready to help me, 

for I have chosen Your precepts. 

 

I long for Your salvation, O LORD, 

and Your law is my delight. 

 

Let my soul live and praise You, 

and let Your just decrees help me. 

 

I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek Your servant, 

for I do not forget Your commandments. 

 

 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O God, Your Son received sinners and ate with them, rejoicing in their 

repentance. We ask for Your Holy Spirit to direct and govern our hearts, to 

lead us to repent of our sins and to receive forgiveness in the blessed 

sacrament of Christ’s body and blood; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 Amen.     
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OLD TESTAMENT READING             Ezekiel 34:11-16 
 

(The Lord Will Tend His Sheep) 
 

11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will 

seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep 

that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from 

all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 
13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, 

and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of 

Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed 

them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 

grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture 

they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my 

sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD.  
16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the 

injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I 

will feed them in justice.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)                                                                   Myers/McCartha 

“Where Is My Lamb?” 

Where is my lamb, little one lost? Where are you hiding? Where have you gone? 

O precious lamb of mine, once with the ninety-nine,  

Now you have wandered away from the fold, out in the cold. 

Where is my lamb, little one lost? Where are you hiding? Where have you gone? 

I’ll leave the flock behind. Wait here, my ninety-nine. 

Storm clouds are rising and night is at hand; I must find my lamb. 

I’m the Good Shepherd, who cares for the sheep. Never forsaking you, I will not sleep. 

I will search ev’rywhere, chase the wolf, fight the bear. 

Through thorns and danger, I’ll lay down my life! Answer my cry! 

There is my lamb, little one found, caught in the brambles, helplessly bound, 

Hungry and quivering, in the cold shivering. 

Don’t cry, my little one, the wolf ran away; now you are safe.  
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Come, precious lamb of mine, let’s join the ninety-nine. 

See, I have washed you much whiter than snow, fresh fallen snow. 

Here in your Shepherd’s arms, you are home. Now you are home. 

 

EPISTLE READING                  Romans 5:6-8 
 

(Christ’s Love for Sinners) 
 

6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For 

one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 

one would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                              Luke 15:1-7 
 

(Parable of the Lost Sheep) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus].  
2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners 

and eats with them.” 
3So he told them this parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he 

has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go 

after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he has found it, he lays it on 

his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends 
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and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 

that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 

who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                          (inside back cover of the LSB hymnal)  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                         

“I Am Jesus Little Lamb”                                                                              LSB #740 
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SERMON                            “Joy in Heaven…And on Earth!” 

Luke 15:1-7 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                 (inside back cover of the LSB hymnal)  

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 “Shepherd of Tender Youth”   LSB #864 

 “Jesus, Shepherd of My Heart” (10:30)  Choir  

 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   LSB #686 

 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  LSB #709 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   

 

BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN               

“Amazing Grace”                                                                          LSB #744 (v. 1,3-5) 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 


