
   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 8, 2019 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN        

 “God of Grace and God of Glory”                                                LSB #850 (v. 1,2,4) 
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INVOCATION  
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  
 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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LITANY ON DISCIPLESHIP        Matthew 14:44-46; 16:24 
 

“If anyone would come after me,  

Let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” 

 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man 

found it, he hid it again, 

And then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that 

field.” 

 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 

When he found one of great value, he sold everything he had 

and bought it.” 

 

“If anyone would come after me, 

Let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the 

cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and 

follow Him wherever He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                         

 “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”                                                            LSB #685 (v. 1) 
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FIRST READING                                                                                  Philippians 3:7-11 
 

(Nothing Compares to Knowing Jesus) 
 

7But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count 

everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, 

in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness 

of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, 

the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10that I may know him and 

the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in 

his death, 11that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM                                                                 soloist:  Janelle Sierra 

“Still, My Soul, Be Still” 

(Getty/Townend) 
 

Still, my soul, be still and do not fear though winds of change may rage tomorrow. 

God is at your side; no longer dread the fires of unexpected sorrow. 

God, You are my God, and I will trust in You and not be shaken. 

Lord of peace, renew a steadfast spirit within me to rest in You alone. 
 

Still, my soul, be still; do not be moved by lesser lights and fleeting shadows. 

Hold onto His ways, with shield of faith against temptation’s flaming arrows. 

God, You are my God, and I will trust in You and not be shaken. 

Lord of peace, renew a steadfast spirit within me to rest in You alone. 
 

Still, my soul, be still; do not forsake the truth you learned in the beginning. 

Wait upon the Lord, and hope will rise as stars appear when day is dimming. 

God, You are my God, and I will trust in You and not be shaken. 

Lord of peace, renew a steadfast spirit within me to rest in You alone. 
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SECOND READING                                                      Romans 8:18,28,31,35,37-39 
 

(More Than Conquerors) 
 

18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  
28 We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 

those who are called according to his purpose.  
31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?  
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE                         

 “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”                                                            LSB #685 (v. 2) 

 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus 

    And with patience bear our cross. 

Joy will follow all our sadness; 

    Where He is, there is no loss. 

Though today we sow no laughter, 

    We shall reap celestial joy; 

    All discomforts that annoy 

Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 

    Jesus, here I share Your woe; 

    Help me there Your joy to know. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                    Luke 14:25-33 
 

(The Cost of Being a Disciple) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the fourteenth chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

25Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said to them,  
26“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife 

and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my 

disciple. 27Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my 

disciple. 28For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and 

count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has 

laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 
30saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, 

going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate 

whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with 

twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a 

delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33So therefore, any one of you who does 

not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
NICENE CREED                                                                  (inside back LSB cover) 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE             
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HYMN OF THE DAY                

“O Christ Who Called the Twelve”                                                LSB #856 (v. 1,4,5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord, 

    The martyrs’ strength and song, 

The crucified and risen King 

    To whom the saints belong: 

Though generations pass, 

    Our tribute still we bring, 

Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, 

    Our lives an offering. 

 
SERMON                                        “It’s Worth It” 

Luke 14:14 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING     (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                  (inside back LSB cover) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen. 
 

(Please be seated for the Distribution.) 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”    LSB #702 

 “I Am Trusting, Thee, Lord Jesus”    LSB #729 

 “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”   LSB #722 

 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”    LSB #733 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshipped in Your presence 

and received both forgiveness of many sins and assurance of Your love in 

Christ Jesus. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep 

us in faith until, with all Your saints, we inherit eternal salvation, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen. 
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BLESSING  

 The Lord bless you and keep you; 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN           

“Christ Be My Leader”                                                                                 LSB #861 

 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 


