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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler—bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 25, 2019 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN               

 “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                                                LSB #901 (v. 1-4) 
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+HOLY BAPTISM+ 
(10:30 a.m.) 

Norah Mae Gardiner 

Daughter of Stephanie & Matt Gardiner 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow 

member of the body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father,  

to work with us in His Kingdom. 

 

INVOCATION (8:00 a.m.) 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  (8:00 a.m.) 

  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 
 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
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Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen. 

 

PSALMODY                                       select verses from Psalm 100 

 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 

Serve the LORD with gladness! 

Come into His presence with singing! 

 

Know that the LORD, He is God! 

It is He who made us, and we are His; 

We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 

 

Enter His gates with thanksgiving, 

And His courts with praise! 

Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 

 

For the LORD is good; 

His steadfast love endures forever, 

And His faithfulness to all generations. 

 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Lord of the banquet, grant us without all doubt to know You as the narrow 

door that leads to the eternal feast, where we shall see Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God; for You live and 

reign with the Father and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 Amen.     
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OLD TESTAMENT READING         Zephaniah 3:14-17 
 

(The Lord is Mighty to Save) 
 

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 

heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against 

you; he has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your 

midst; you shall never again fear evil. 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

“Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. 17The LORD your God is in your 

midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will 

quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
SECOND READING                I Timothy 2:3-7 
 

(Jesus Is the Mediation between God and Man) 
 

3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all 

people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one 

God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
6who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 

time. 7For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I 

am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE   
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HOLY GOSPEL                              Luke 13:22-30 
 

(The Narrow Door) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

22[Jesus] went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying 

toward Jerusalem.  
23And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he said 

to them, 24“Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek 

to enter and will not be able. 25When once the master of the house has risen and 

shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, 

‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 
26Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught 

in our streets.’ 27But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. 

Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ 28In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the 

prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 29And people will 

come from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the 

kingdom of God.  
30And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED (8:00 a.m.)                       (inside back cover of the LSB hymnal)  

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
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HYMN OF THE DAY                         

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”                                         LSB #341 (v. 1,4,5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Redeemer, come and open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

O enter with Thy grace divine; 

Thy face of mercy on me shine. 

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 

Until our glorious goal is won. 

Eternal praise and fame 

We offer to Thy name. 
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SERMON                            “Is Christianity Confusing?” 

Luke 13:22-30 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                 (inside back cover of the LSB hymnal)  

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 “Just As I Am”     LSB #570 

 “The Lamb”      LSB #547 

 “Lamb of God”      LSB #550 

 “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”  LSB #563 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   
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BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN               

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”                                                         LSB #924 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 


