
   

 
 

Feeding Frenzy! 
 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler—bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
August 18, 2019 

10:30 a.m. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

God Creates the World to Feed Us 

“How Majestic Is Your Name” 
 

And God said:  “I will put lights in the sky. 

   These lights will mark the day and the night. 

   These lights will show the passing of the months. 

These lights will show us when to celebrate special days.” 

 

O Lord, How majestic is your name in all the earth. 

 

And God said: “Let there be a bright light to rule the day. 

   Let this light shine from morning until evening. 

   Let this light cause the waters to grow warm. 

   Let this light cause plants to grow tall. 

   Let this light cause trees to bear fruit. 

   Let this light cause flowers to bloom.” 

   And the sun appeared. 

 

O Lord, How majestic is your name in all the earth. 
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And God said: “Let there be a softer light to rule the night. 

Let this light mark the passing of the days and the months. 

   Let his light mark the changing of the seasons. 

   Let there be other lights to keep it company. 

   Let these lights fill up the nighttime sky.” 

   And the moon and the stars appeared. 

 

O Lord, How majestic is your name in all the earth. 

 

And God looked at the sun that He had made. 

The sun came up in the morning and set in the evening. 

The sun warmed the waters. 

The sun caused the plants to grow tall. 

The sun caused the trees to bear fruit. 

The sun caused the flowers to bloom. 

And God was pleased. 

 

O Lord, How majestic is your name in all the earth. 

 

God looked at the moon and the stars. 

The moon softly lit the nighttime sky. 

The moon marked the passing of the days and months. 

The moon marked the changing of the seasons. 

The stars filled the dark nighttime sky. 

And God was pleased. 

 

O Lord, How majestic is your name in all the earth. 

 

And God said:  “It is good.” 
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OPENING SONG 

“Let All Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving  

To God the Creator triumphantly raise,  

Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 

Who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

His banners are o’er us, His light goes before us,  

A pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 

Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished, 

As forward we travel from light into light. 

 

His law He enforces, the stars in their courses, 

The sun in his orbit, obediently shine.  

The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 

The deeps of the ocean proclaim Him divine. 

We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing;  

With glad adoration a song let us raise. 

Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving  

To God in the highest hosanna and praise! 

 
INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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THE CONFESSION OF SINS 

C:  Lord, we come before you in prayer, asking for forgiveness.  We have 

not loved as we ought to love, we have not given as we ought to give, 

and we have not obeyed as we ought to obey.  Today we recognize 

the sin within us, and we ask that you forgive us.  And, in your mercy, 

give us this day our daily bread--not only as food for our bodies--but 

as food for our souls.  Forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

P:   Our God is a great God.  He provides for all our needs.  He gives us daily 

bread and meets our every spiritual need.  Our sin no longer controls us.  

The death of his Son, Jesus Christ, has paid the cost of our sin and has set 

us free to live in victory.  We are forgiven.  We are sons and daughters of 

the King. Praise God for his mercy, his forgiveness and his love.   
 

C:   Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning.  Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 

digest them that, by patience and comfort of your holy Word, we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.   
 

C: Amen. 

 

GOD FEEDS US WITH HIS WORD 

II Timothy 3:16-17 
 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us 

realize what is wrong in our lives.  It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do 

what is right.  God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.” 
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SONG 

“How Firm a Foundation” 

 

 

 

 

 
FOOD IN THE WILDERNESS 

Exodus 16:11-15 

God provides food for the Israelites 

 

The Hebrew people grumbled. 

“We are hungry!” they all said. 

“We should have stayed in Egypt, 

Where at least we had some bread. 

 

“Why did you lead us out here, 

Where there’s not a bite to eat? 

We wish we had some bread 
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And just a little meat.” 

“Don’t worry,” answered Moses, 

“For God knows just what we need. 

And God is always with us, 

So prepare yourselves to feed.” 
 

“And stop this silly grumbling now, 

I’m giving you a warning. 

We’ll have meat tonight for dinner; 

We’ll have bread tomorrow morning.” 
 

And sure enough that evening, 

Quail birds flew into their camp. 

They had those birds for dinner 

Before the ground got damp. 
 

And early in the morning 

When the sun dried up the ground, 

Some flaky, tasty, white stuff 

Was lying all around. 
 

They didn’t recognize it, 

But it tasted good, they said. 

And so they called it manna 

And ate it up like bread. 
 

Each family gathered just enough, 

But not a bite to store. 

For everywhere they traveled, 

God provided them with more. 
 

So that forever afterward 

They had enough to eat, 

And thanked the Lord for sending them 

The manna and some meat. 
 

Psalm 107:9 

“For God satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.” 
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SONG 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
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FOOD FOR THOUSANDS 

John 6:1-14 

A Miracle Lunch 
 

One day, many people came to hear Jesus preach. 

They listened and listened.  He had so much to teach. 

The day passed by quickly.  The sun set in the sky. 

“We’re hungry and can’t find food,” the people did cry. 

One boy said, “I have two fish and five loaves of bread.” 

Jesus looked up to heaven.  “Thank you, God,” he said. 

 

There was plenty of food for all – both rich and poor. 

They never ran out ‘cause Jesus always made more. 

When they were finished, Jesus said, “Pick up the scraps.” 

The people were so full, they felt ready for naps. 

After starting with two fish and five loaves of bread, 

Helpers picked up 12 basketfuls – and everyone was fed. 

 

Jesus made one little boy’s lunch grow into enough food to feed thousands of 

people.  And when everyone had eaten what they wanted and were full and 

satisfied and no longer hungry, there were still 12 baskets full of leftover food! 

Jesus took good care of all those people, and he takes good care of us, too. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

“Jesus is the Bread of Life” 

 John 6:35 

Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.   

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again.   

Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
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SONG OF THE DAY 

“Feed Us, Jesus” 
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SERMON 

“Faith at Home” 

Part 4:  The Home As a Safe Place 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
THE OFFERING 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE  PEACE 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

“Seek Ye First”     LSB #712 

 

“I Love to Tell the Story” 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 

Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love. 

I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true; 

It satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 
 

Refrain: 

I love to tell the story; ‘Twill be my theme in glory 

   To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 
 

I love to tell the story, ‘tis pleaseant to repeat 

What seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet. 

I love to tell the story, for some have never heard  

The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word. 
 

Refrain 
 

I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 

And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, 

‘Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long. 
 

Refrain 

 

“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” LSB #707 

 

“Jesus Loves Me, This I Know”   LSB #588 

 

“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”    LSB #740 
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DISTRIBUTION (cont’d) 

 

“There Is a Name I Love to Hear” 

There is a name I love to hear; I love to sing its worth. 

It sounds like music in my ear, the sweetest name on earth. 
 

Refrain: 

Oh, how I love Jesus! Oh, how I love Jesus! 

Oh, how I love Jesus, because He first loved me! 
 

It tells me of a Savior’s love, Who died to set me free. 

It tells me of His precious blood, the sinner’s perfect plea. 
 

Refrain 
 

It tells me what my Father hath in sotre for ev’ry day 

And though I tread a darksome path, yields sunshine all the way. 
 

Refrain 

 
BENEDICTION 

 

P:  Go in peace.  You are the forgiven people of God. 

C:  We celebrate our forgiveness. 
 

P:  Go in peace.  You are loved by God. 

C:  We celebrate the love of God inside of us. 
 

P:  Go in peace.  God continues to feed you with His Word. 

C:  We have heard the good news. We will share the good news. 
 

P:  The Lord be with you.  Go and serve in His name.  

C:  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 

“Our Father by Whose Name” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMON TABLE PRAYER 

 
POSTLUDE 

 

~Please join us for lunch in the Fellowship Hall  

immediately following the worship service.~ 
 

~After lunch, join us for more fun… 

water inflatables in the church backyard!~ 


