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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

“FAITH AT HOME” 

A SERIES OF SERVICES FOR EVERY FAMILY: Part 4 
  

August 18, 2019 

8:00 a.m. 

 
THEME HYMN        

“Children of the Heavenly Father”                                                              LSB #725 
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INVOCATION  
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

“Choose this day whom you will serve.” 

 “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

~Joshua 24:15 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 

 O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.    

  Amen. 
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PSALMODY                                                                                                Psalm 46 
 

  

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

  Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,  

Though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,  

 
Though its water roar and foam,  

Though the mountains tremble at its swelling.  

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

 The holy habitation of the Most High. 

 
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

God will help her when morning dawns.  

  The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

He utters His voice, the earth melts. 

 
The LORD of hosts is with us; 

The God of Jacob is our fortress. 

  Come behold the works of the LORD,  

How He has brought desolations on the earth. 

 
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;  

He breaks the bow and shatter the spear; 

He burns the chariots with fire. 

  “Be still, and know the I am God.  

I will be exalted among the nations,  

I will be exalted in the earth!” 

 
 The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  The God of Jacob is our fortress. 
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GLORIA PATRI 

 

 

 
KYRIE 

 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God our Father, make our church a community where we learn to get rid 

of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every 

form of malice. Empower us to be kind and compassionate to one another, 

forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgives us; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever . 

 Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMANT READING                                 Genesis 4:1-15 
 

(Cain’s Anger Leads to Murder) 
 

1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have 

gotten a man with the help of the LORD.” 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. 

Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course 

of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel 

also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD 

had regard for Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no 

regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6The LORD said to Cain, “Why are 

you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be 

accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for 

you, but you must rule over it.” 
8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up 

against his brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is 

Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10And 

the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying 

to me from the ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, which has 

opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you 

work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a 
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fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is 

greater than I can bear. 14Behold, you have driven me today away from the 

ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer 

on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15Then the LORD said to him, 

“Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the 

LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE READING                         Ephesians 4:25-32 
 

(Put Anger Away) 
 

25Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with 

his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26Be angry and do not sin; do 

not let the sun go down on your anger, 27and give no opportunity to the devil. 
28Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with 

his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 
29Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for 

building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30And 

do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. 31Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be 

put away from you, along with all malice. 32Be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE   

 



8 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                    John 2:13-22 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 
 

   

 

(Jesus Cleanses the Temple) 
 

13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the 

temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the 

money-changers sitting there. 15And making a whip of cords, he drove them all 

out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 

money-changers and overturned their tables. 16And he told those who sold the 

pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of 

trade.” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 

consume me.” 
18So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 
19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 

you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking about the temple of his 

body. 22When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 

that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                       (inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”                                           LSB #851 (v. 1,2,4) 
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SERMON                                          “Faith at Home” 

Part 4:  The Home As a Safe Place 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
OFFERING 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER       

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION  
 

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”   LSB #618 

“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” LSB #637 

“The Lamb”      LSB #547 

“Lamb of God”     LSB #550 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, be a source of strength and hope for 

the children in our families. When they stray, protect them from all danger 

and grant Your abiding presence. Guide them by Your Word into paths of 

wisdom and righteousness, and send Your holy angels to watch over them, 

that the evil one may have no power over them; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 

 

 
~The service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn~ 
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CLOSING HYMN               

 “Oh, Blest the House”                                                       LSB #862 (v. 1-2,4-5) 

 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 


