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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

“FAITH AT HOME” 

A SERIES OF SERVICES FOR EVERY FAMILY: Part 1 
  

July 28, 2019 

 
THEME HYMN        

“Oh, Blest the House”                                                                LSB #862 (v. 1,2,4,5) 
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INVOCATION  
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

“Choose this day whom you will serve.” 

 “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

~Joshua 24:15 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 

 O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.    

  Amen. 
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PSALMODY                                                                                                Psalm 19 
 

  

Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD all the earth! 

  Sing to the LORD, bless His name;  

Tell of His salvation from day to day. 

 

Declare His glory among the nations,  

His marvelous works among all the peoples! 

Splendor and majesty are before Him; 

Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 

 

Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 

Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 

  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

Bring an offering, and come into His court. 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 

Tremble before Him, all the earth! 
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GLORIA PATRI 

 

 

 
KYRIE 

 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and everlasting God make our homes seminaries—places where 

the seeds of Your love are generously sown so that our families become 

fountains of life, infusing grace, mercy, and truth into husbands, wives and 

children; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMANT READING                         Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
 

(Teach God’s Word Diligently to Your Children) 
 

1“Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the just decrees that the LORD 

your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to 

which you are going over, to possess it,  
2that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son’s son, by 

keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the 

days of your life, and that your days may be long. 3Hear therefore, O Israel, and 

be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply 

greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing 

with milk and honey. 
4“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5You shall love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And these 

words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 

when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8You shall 

bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 

eyes. 9You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE READING                             Ephesians 6:1-4 
 

(Children and Parents) 
 

1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2“Honor your father and 

mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3“that it may go well with 

you and that you may live long in the land.” 4Fathers, do not provoke your 

children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                    Luke 2:41-52 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
 

   
 

(The Boy Jesus in the Temple) 
 

41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 
42And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And 

when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 

Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group 

they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their 

relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they did not find him, they returned to 

Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, 

sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And 

all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And 
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when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, 

“Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching 

for you in great distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? 

Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they did not 

understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51And he went down with them 

and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up 

all these things in her heart. 
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                

“Shepherd of Tender Youth”                                                        LSB #864 (v. 1,4,5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 So now, and till we die, 

Sound we Your praises high 

     And joyful sing: 

Infants and all the throng, 

Who to the Church belong, 

Unite to swell the song 

     To Christ, our king! 
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SERMON                                          “Faith at Home” 

Part 1:  The Home As a Seminary 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
OFFERING 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER       

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  

 

 



12 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION  
 

“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”  LSB #577 

“Christ Be My Leader”    LSB #861 

“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”   LSB #685 

“Jesus Loves Me”     LSB #588 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have blessed us with the joy and care 

of children. Give us calm strength and patient wisdom that, as they grow in 

years, we may teach them to love whatever is just and true and good, 

following the example of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 

 

 
~The service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn~ 
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CLOSING HYMN               

 “On What Has Now Been Sown”                                                              LSB #921 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 
 

~Mark the Date:  Sunday School Kick-Off will be August 18th~ 


