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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler—bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 14, 2019 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN             

“O Bless the Lord, My Soul”                                                                        LSB #814 
 

 

 

 
5 He fills the poor with good; 

    He gives the suff’rers rest. 

The Lord hath judgments for the proud 

    And justice for the_oppressed. 

 

6 His wondrous works and ways 

    He made by Moses known, 

But sent the world His truth and grace 

    By His belovèd Son. 
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INVOCATION AND CONFESSION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 

 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all 

things, Judge of all people, we admit and confess our 

sinfulness.  We have turned away from each other in our 

thinking, speaking, and doing.  We have done the evil you 

forbid and have not done the good you demand.  We do repent 

and are truly sorry for these our sins.  Have mercy on us, kind 

Father, because of the obedience of our Brother, Jesus Christ, 

your Son.  Forgive us all that is past, and with the power of the 

Holy Spirit move us to serve you faithfully.  Set our feet upon 

the new path of life, and build your kingdom here through 

Jesus, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent and turn to 

him.  May he keep you in his grace by the Holy Spirit, lead you to greater 

faith and obedience, and bring you to live with him forever, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE          

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”                                                                   LSB #803 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also be with you. 

Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, in Your deep compassion You rescued us from whatever 

may hurt us.  Teach us to love You above all things and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING            Leviticus 19:9-18 
 

9“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up 

to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10And you 

shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of 

your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the 

LORD your God. 
11“You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. 
12You shall not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I 

am the LORD. 
13“You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired servant 

shall not remain with you all night until the morning. 14You shall not curse the 

deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your God: I am 

the LORD. 
15“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer 

to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. 16You shall not 

go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against 

the life of your neighbor: I am the LORD. 
17“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with 

your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. 18You shall not take vengeance 

or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                                              Colossians 1:1-14 
 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
2To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 
4since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all 

the saints, 5because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard 

before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 6which has come to you, as indeed in 

the whole world it is bearing fruit and growing—as it also does among you, since 

the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, 7just as you 

learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of 

Christ on your behalf 8and has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 
9And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that 

you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding, 10so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 

him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. 
11May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all 

endurance and patience with joy, 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified 

you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13He has delivered us from 

the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 
14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE   
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HOLY GOSPEL                              Luke 10:25-37 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter.  

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Reader: And behold, a lawyer stood up to put [Jesus] to the test, saying,  

People: Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?  
 

Reader: He said to him,  

Pastor:  What is written in the Law? How do you read it?  
 

Reader: And he answered,  

People:  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your  soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, 

and your neighbor as yourself.  
 

Reader: And He said to him,  

Pastor:  You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.  
 

Reader: But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus,  

People: And who is my neighbor?  
 

Reader: Jesus replied,  

Pastor:  A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell 

among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, 

leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that 

road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So 

likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed 

by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 

where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went 

to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he 

set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care 

of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to 

the innkeeper, saying, ―Take care of him, and whatever more you 



8 

 

spend, I will repay you when I come back. Which of these three, do 

you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the 

robbers?  
 

Reader: He said, 

People: The One who showed him mercy. 

Pastor:  You go, and do likewise. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.       

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED                                    

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 

for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the 

third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And he will come 

again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY            

“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”                                                LSB #849 
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SERMON                              “A Portrait of Jesus’ Love” 

Luke 10:25-37 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

 
OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                           (inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal) 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 

laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 
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Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, 

all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 

SANCTUS                                             

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

~The service continues on the following page with the Distribution~ 
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DISTRIBUTION 
  

“Brothers and Sisters in Christ”    
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DISTRIBUTION (continued) 
 

“God of Grace and God of Glory”   LSB #850 

 “O God of Mercy, God of Might”   LSB #852 

 “O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”   LSB #856 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, you have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of your Son’s body and blood.  Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the Day of 

his coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in his kingdom, which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                         

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”                                                                    LSB #643 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


