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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –brookeheisler@hotmail.com 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
  

June 23, 2019 

 

OPENING HYMN             

“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                                           LSB #901 (v. 1-2, 4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; 

    Let Thy will be done indeed. 

May I undisturbed draw near Thee 

    While Thou dost Thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; 

Here is balm for all our woes. 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY                              Psalm 16:1-6 
 

Preserve me, O God, 

 for in you I take refuge. 

 

I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 

I have no good apart from you.” 

 

As for the saints in the land, 

they are the excellent ones, 

in whom is all my delight. 

 

The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; 

their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 

or take their names on my lips. 

 

The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; 

you hold my lot. 

 

The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. 

 
GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

  

 

 
God the Father, 
 

This is the day that You have made, let us rejoice and be glad in it and in 

the inheritance we receive by faith. We thank You for the mercy You have 

shown in declaring us to be Your sons and daughters in Holy Baptism and 

an heir of everlasting life. Continue to strengthen our trust in You and our 
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place in Your kingdom, both here on earth and in heaven. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

   

 
FIRST READING                                                 Galatians 3:23-4:7 
 

(Heirs of the Promise) 
 

23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until 

the coming faith would be revealed. 24So then, the law was our guardian until 

Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has 

come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of 

God, through faith. 27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 

neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you are 

Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 
1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though 

he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until the 

date set by his father. 3In the same way we also, when we were children, were 

enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4But when the fullness of time 

had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to 

redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 

sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 

son, then an heir through God. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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SECOND READING                 Romans 8:12-17 
 

(Heirs with Christ) 
12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 
13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to 

death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of 

God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back 

into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 

“Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 

Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with 

him. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE   

 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                 Mark 10:17-27 

(What Must I Do to Inherit Eternal Life?) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 
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17 As [Jesus] was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him 

and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
18And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God 

alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, 

Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and 

mother.’” 20And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 
21And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, 

sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 

and come, follow me.” 22Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for 

he had great possessions. 
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those 

who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”  
24And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, 

“Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel 

to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 

God.” 26And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can 

be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not 

with God. For all things are possible with God.”  
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                                               (inside back LSB cover) 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY            

 “We Are Heirs of God Almighty”                                          Tune:  Austria, LSB #648 

Text:  S. Townend & K. Jamieson 

1. We are heirs of God Almighty, 

Apple of the Father’s eye; 

Free, forgiven, loved, accepted, 

Clothed in righteousness divine. 

Chosen to be pure and blameless 

From before the world began; 

Grace for every situation, 

Sheltered in the Father’s hand. 
 

2. We have Christ at work within us, 

Shaping us to be like Him; 

Resurrection power sustaining 

Freedom from the snares of sin. 

Saying no to flesh desires, 

Saying yes to righteous ways; 

Filled with passion and with power, 

Lights that burn in darkened days. 
 

3. We’ve the Spirit without measure, 

Helper, Comforter and Guide; 

One who brings the gifts of heaven, 

One who comes to walk beside. 

Taste of heaven’s endless pleasure, 

Guarantee of what’s to come; 

Causing fruit to grow in action, 

Bringing glory to the Son. 
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SERMON                    “Heirs of the Promise” 

Romans 8:17 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING         (please record your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERTORY 
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+INSTALLATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS, COUNCIL, AND ELDERS+ 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                  (inside back LSB cover) 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” LSB #637 

 “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”   LSB #618 

 “Just as I Am, without One Plea”   LSB #570 

“O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee”   LSB #632 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Let us pray, 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit one God, now and forever. 

 Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 

 
 

 
 

~The service continues on the following page~ 
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CLOSING HYMN             

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”            LSB #918 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  


