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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

HOLY TRINITY 
June 16, 2019 

Father’s Day 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION               

 “Father Most Holy”                                                                           LSB #504 

 

 

 

 

+HOLY BAPTISM+  

(10:30 a.m.) 

Emilia Marie Sierra 

Daughter of Janelle & Luis Sierra 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of 

the body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, to work with us in His 

Kingdom. 
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INVOCATION (8:00 a.m.) 

 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 
CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION (8:00 a.m.) 
 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

  Amen.  
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RESPONSE 

 “We All Believe in One True God”                                                     LSB #953 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

 The Lord be with you.  

   And also with you.  

 

 Let us pray:  

Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge 

the glory of the uncreated and eternal Trinity and to worship the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit as the one almighty God and Lord. Preserve us and 

keep us in the one, true faith, for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live 

and reign, one God, now and forever.  

  Amen.  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING              Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
 

(The Personification of ‘Wisdom’ Points to the Christ) 
 

1Does not wisdom call? Does not understanding raise her voice? 
2On the heights beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand; 
3beside the gates in front of the town, at the entrance of the portals she cries 

aloud: 
4“To you, O men, I call, and my cry is to the children of man. 
22“The LORD possessed me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of old. 
23Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 
24When there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs 

abounding with water. 
25Before the mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth, 
26before he had made the earth with its fields, or the first of the dust of the world. 
27When he established the heavens, I was there; when he drew a circle on the face 

of the deep, 
28when he made firm the skies above, when he established the fountains of the 

deep, 
29when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his 

command, when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 
30then I was beside him, like a master workman, and I was daily his delight, 

rejoicing before him always, 
31rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the children of man.” 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  
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RESPONSE 

“We All Believe in One True God”                                                      LSB #953 (v. 2) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

EPISTLE READING                       Acts 2:14a, 22-36 
 

(Peter’s Sermon Pentecost) 
 

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, 

“Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give 

ear to my words.  
22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 

God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your 

midst, as you yourselves know— 23this Jesus, delivered up according to the 

definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of 

lawless men. 24God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not 

possible for him to be held by it. 25For David says concerning him, 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 
26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
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27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

or let your Holy One see corruption. 
28You have made known to me the paths of life; 

you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

29“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he 

both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Being therefore a 

prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set 

one of his descendants on his throne, 31he foresaw and spoke about the 

resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh 

see corruption. 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 
33Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the 

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves 

are seeing and hearing. 34For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he 

himself says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

Sit at my right hand, 
35until I make your enemies your footstool.’ 

36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him 

both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

~Please stand for the Response and Holy Gospel~ 
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RESPONSE 

“We All Believe in One True God”                                                      LSB #953 (v. 3) 
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HOLY GOSPEL                    John 8:48-59 
 

(Before Abraham Was, I Am) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.  

 
 

48The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan 

and have a demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my 

Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who 

seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, 

he will never see death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a 

demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my 

word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our father Abraham, who 

died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus 

answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, 

of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known him. I know him. If I 

were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him 

and I keep his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. 

He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years 

old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

before Abraham was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus 

hid himself and went out of the temple. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

  
SERMON HYMN                           “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                 LSB #507 

 

 

 

 
 

 
SERMON                            “Before Abraham Was, I Am” 

     John 8:48-59 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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ATHANASIAN CREED  
The Confession of Faith traditionally used in Christian churches around the world on Trinity Sunday 

is the Athanasian Creed. The Athanasian Creed focuses on the doctrine of the Holy Trinity and on 

the doctrine of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Today, we read responsively a portion of the creed that 

confesses the Jesus Christ.  

 

But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the 

incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both God and 

man. 
 

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He 

is man, born from the substance of His mother in this age: 

perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human 

flesh; 
 

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with 

respect to His humanity. 

Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 
 

one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the 

assumption of the humanity into God; 

one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 
 

For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ, 

who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the 

third day from the dead, 
 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God 

Almighty, from whence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an 

account concerning their own deeds. 
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OFFERING 

 
VOLUNTARY  

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 Lord in your mercy, 

  Hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
PREFACE  

 The Lord be with you.  

  And also with you.  
 

 Lift up your hearts.  

  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

It is truly good that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, three persons equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, yet one Lord, 

one God, ever to be worshiped and adored. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:  

 
SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 
 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
   

 “Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”    LSB #822 

 “Glory Be to God the Father”   LSB #506 

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”  LSB #680 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”   LSB #790 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 

BENEDICTION  
 

 The LORD bless You and keep you;  

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;  

 The LORD look on you in favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN        

 “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”                                                LSB #940 (v. 1,2,5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Holy Father, holy Son, 

    Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 

Though in essence only one, 

    Undivided God we claim Thee 

And, adoring, bend the knee 

While we own the mystery. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.  


