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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:lwalter@vestavialutheran.org


1 

 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

Celebration of the Christian Church 

June 9, 2019 ~ 8:00 a.m. 
 

OPENING HYMN                

“Brothers and Sisters in Christ”                                                                    LUYH #5 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 
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RESPONSIVE READING                              --selections from Romans 12 

 

For just as each of us has one body with many members, 

and these members do not all have the same function,  

 

So in Christ we, though many, form one body, 

and each member belongs to all the others.  

 

We have different gifts, 

according to the grace given to each of us.  

 

If it is serving, then serve.  

If it is teaching, then teach.  

 

If it is to encourage, then give encouragement. 

If it is giving, then give generously.  

 

If it is to lead, do it diligently. 

If it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 

 
KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Heavenly Father, thank you for bringing us into the body of Christ and for 

the gifts You give to those who have served us in many and various ways. 

Enlighten us with Your gifts, and empower us to be a living sacrifice, that 

we may humbly use our gifts to serve others, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

Amen.    
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FIRST READING                           I Corinthians 12:12-20 
 

(One Body with Many Members) 
 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were 

all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to 

drink of one Spirit. 
14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot should 

say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make 

it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an 

eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 

body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If 

the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18But as it is, 

God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all 

were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, 

yet one body. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 



6 

 

SECOND READING               I Corinthians 12:21-31 
 

(One Body with Many Members) 
 

21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to 

the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of the body that 

seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on those parts of the body that we 

think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts 

are treated with greater modesty, 24which our more presentable parts do not 

require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that 

lacked it, 25that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may 

have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together; if 

one member is honored, all rejoice together. 
27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has 

appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 

miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of 

tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 

miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all 

interpret? 31But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

And I will show you a still more excellent way. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

ALLELUIA VERSE   
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HOLY GOSPEL                             John 17:20-26 
 

(Jesus Prays for the Church to be One) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.  

   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

20[Jesus said:] “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in 

me through their word,  
21that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 

also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The 

glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as 

we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so 

that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 
24Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where 

I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the 

foundation of the world. 25O righteous Father, even though the world does not 

know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26I made known to 

them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which 

you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
NICENE CREED                            (inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                    

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                                                                       LSB #649 

 

 

 
SERMON                            “Created to Need Others” 

Romans 12:4-5 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                                        (see insert for Responsive Prayer) 

 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                  

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  

            against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN               

 “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”                                   LSB #917 (1,2,4) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

 


