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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 19, 2019 

8:00 a.m. 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN   

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”                                                             LSB #803 
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CONFESSION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!        

  He has risen indeed. Alleluia!  

 

Let us confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all 

things, Judge of all people, we admit and confess our 

sinfulness.  We have turned away from each other in our 

thinking, speaking, and doing.  We have done the evil you 

forbid and have not done the good you demand.  We do repent 

and are truly sorry for these our sins.  Have mercy on us, kind 

Father, because of the obedience of our Brother, Jesus Christ, 

your Son.  Forgive us all that is past, and with the power of the 

Holy Spirit move us to serve you faithfully.  Set our feet upon 

the new path of life, and build your kingdom here through 

Jesus, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent and turn to 

him.  May he keep you in his grace by the Holy Spirit, lead you to greater 

faith and obedience, and bring you to live with him forever, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                      

“Come Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs”                                                     LSB #812 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that 

we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, 

that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where 

true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

  Amen. 
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FIRST READING                 Acts 11:1-18 
 

1Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the 

Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to 

Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3“You went to 

uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4But Peter began and explained it to 

them in order: 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, 

something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four 

corners, and it came down to me. 6Looking at it closely, I observed animals and 

beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7And I heard a voice saying to me, 

‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or 

unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But the voice answered a second time from 

heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 10This happened three 

times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. 11And behold, at that very 

moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from 

Caesarea. 12And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These 

six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13And he 

told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa 

and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14he will declare to you a message by which 

you will be saved, you and all your household.’ 15As I began to speak, the Holy 

Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word 

of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when 

we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” 
18When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, 

“Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE READING                     Revelation 21:12-6 
 

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning 

nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
5And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 

Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6And he 

said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 

end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 
  

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL                 John 13:31-35 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the thirteenth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 

glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, 

and glorify him at once. 33Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will 

seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am 

going you cannot come.’ 34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35By this all 

people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third 

day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Lord, Whose Love though Humble Service”                                              LSB #848 
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SERMON              “The Mark of a Christian” 

John 13:31-35 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

 

OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

LORD’S PRAYER        

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
PREFACE TO HOLY COMMUNION 

The Lord, whose name is to be praised, be with you always.  

And also with you.  

 

Rejoice, for no one can rob you of the joy of living in the presence of 

Christ!   

We praise and thank You, Lord, for You keep all Your precious 

promises!  
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 

laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, 

all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying:  

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“What Wondrous Love is This”                                                                    LSB #543 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, you have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

his coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in his kingdom, which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   
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CLOSING HYMN         

 “God of Grace and God of Glory”                                              LSB #850 (v. 1, 2, 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER DISMISSAL  

 Alleluia! Christ is risen!        

  He has risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Vacation Bible School  

June 3rd - 7th  

9:00 a.m. until noon daily 

 

Visit the church website to register: 

www.vestavialutheran.com 
 

 

 

 


