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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 12, 2019 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                   

 “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”                                              LSB #791 (v. 1-4) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen!        

  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 
 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen. 
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PSALMODY         Psalm 23                          (Spoken in Unison) 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

 He restoreth my soul:  

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. 

 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me;  

Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  

Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the 

Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that when we hear the 

voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and 

follow where he leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 Amen.     
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OLD TESTAMENT READING          Micah 5:1-4 
 

(The Messiah Is Our Shepherd) 
 

1 Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid against us; with a 

rod they strike the judge of Israel on the cheek. 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose 

origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 

given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

to the ends of the earth. 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

EPISTLE              Revelation 7:9-17 
 

(A Great Multitude Stands before the Lamb) 
 

9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 

the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in 

their hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God 

who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing 

around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they 

fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! 

Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 

might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
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13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white 

robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he 

said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have 

washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 

and serve him day and night in his temple; 

and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 

the sun shall not strike them, 

nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 

and he will guide them to springs of living water, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE   
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HOLY GOSPEL                 John 10:11-18, 27-30 
 

(Jesus Our Good Shepherd) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
11I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees 

the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and 

scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 

sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as 

the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and 

they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this 

reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 
18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to 

lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received 

from my Father.” 
27My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them 

eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 

hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is 

able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED           (inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal)  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   
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HYMN OF THE DAY        

“The Lord’s My Shepherd, Leading Me”                                                      LW #417 

 

 

SERMON                         Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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OFFERING     (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
+ RECOGNITION OF MOTHERS + 

 
MOTHER’S DAY LITANY 

For mothers who have given birth this year, that they may celebrate God’s 

gift of a child by bringing him/her to the waters of Baptism and raising 

them in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

Lord in Your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

For mothers who are pregnant with their first child, that both mother and 

child may have God’s grace and favor throughout the pregnancy to be 

safe and that the child may be delivered healthy and brought to the waters 

of Baptism for the new birth in Christ.  

Lord in Your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

For mothers who have lost a child through miscarriage, whose joy has 

been turned into sadness, that God’s mercy may comfort them and help 

them accept God’s mysterious yet good and gracious will in this sorrow, 

reminding them of Jesus’ life-giving Word.  

Lord in Your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
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For mothers who have lost a child through stillbirth or whose child has 

died shortly after birth, that they may be strengthened by God’s grace in 

their sorrow to trust in their heavenly Father and to depend on His 

boundless mercy and made confident for their child’s invitation into Jesus’ 

loving arms.  

Lord in Your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

For mothers who have endured and still endure the stresses of 

complications or disabilities, whose child, by none other fault than our 

shared sinful nature, needs special attention, that God’s care and love for 

their child may encourage them to patiently endure with peace and 

strength the cross that they and their child must bear in this life.  

Lord in Your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

For women who desperately want a child but cannot conceive a child or 

bring a child to term, that they may be reminded that God has promised 

to never leave them nor forsake them, that they may cast their cares upon 

Christ who bore all our sufferings and that God may bring a child into their 

life to show their love through adoption, foster care or by being a loving 

Aunt.  

Lord in Your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

For mothers who have adopted a child or are a stepmother, that they may 

give thanks to God for the blessing of their child, not born to them but 

given to them to love by God.  
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Lord in Your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

For mothers who have a child missing for any reason of estrangement, 

that their hearts may be calmed with heavenly peace and patience and 

that God may move both parent and child into a place where 

reconciliation may occur.  

Lord in Your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER          (inside cover of the LSB pew hymnal) 

 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”   LSB #709 

 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”  LSB #710 

“Shepherd of Tender Youth”   LSB #864 

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”   LSB #633 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

His coming, we may, with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 Amen.  

 
BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  

 
~The service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn~ 
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CLOSING HYMN                      

 “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”                                                                            LSB #740 

 

 

 

 

 
EASTER DISMISSAL 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen!        

  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 


