
    

 

 

 
The lutheran church 

Of 

Vestavia hills 



1 

 

 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 5, 2019 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN               

 “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”                                                   LSB #477 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

 Alleluia! Christ is Risen!        

  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE           “This is the Feast”  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 Let us pray. 

Risen Lord, you have commanded us to preach repentance and 

forgiveness of sins to all nations. To fulfill this command, we ask you to 

clothe us with power from on high, your Holy Spirit, that we may carry the 

message of your resurrection to the ends of the earth; for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, on God now and forever.   
          

 

 

FIRST READING                        Acts 9:1-18 
 

(The Conversion of Saul) 
 

1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 

went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 

Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he 

might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he went on his way, he 

approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 
4And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are 

you persecuting me?” 5And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am 

Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But rise and enter the city, and you will be told 

what you are to do.” 7The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, 

hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8Saul rose from the ground, and although 

his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought 

him into Damascus. 9And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor 

drank. 
10Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 

vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11And the Lord said to him, “Rise 

and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of 

Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man 
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named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his 

sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, 

how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14And here he has 

authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15But the Lord 

said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before 

the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16For I will show him how much 

he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias departed and entered the 

house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who 

appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may 

regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something 

like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was 

baptized. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)              “Jesus Is Lord”                                       C. Berry 

 

“Jesus is Lord” the cry that echoes through creation; 

Resplendent pow’r, eternal Word, our Rock. 

The Son of God, the King whose glory fills the heavens,  

Yet bids us come to taste this Living Bread. 

“Jesus is Lord” whose voice sustains the stars and planets, 

 Yet in His wisdom laid aside His crown. 

Jesus the Man, sho washed our feet, who bore our suff’ring,  

Became a curse to bring salvation’s plan. 

“Jesus is Lord” the tomb is gloriously empty! 

Not even death could crush this King of love! 

The price is paid, the chains are loosed, and we’re forgiven, 

And we can run into the arms of God. 
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“Jesus is Lord” a shout of joy, a cry of anguish, 

As He returns and ev’ry knee bows low. 

Then ev’ry eye and ev’ty heart will see His glory; 

The Judge of all will take His children home. 

Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord! 

 

EPISTLE            Revelation 5:11-14  
 

(Heavenly Worship of Christ’s Redeeming Work) 
 

11Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the 

elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of 

thousands, 12saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 

receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 

blessing!” 13And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the 

throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 

ever!” 14And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and 

worshiped. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE   
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HOLY GOSPEL                   John 21:15-19 
    

(Jesus A Restores Peter for Service to His Church) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter.  

    
 

 

15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of 

John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 

that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16He said to him a second time, 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 

love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him 

the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; 

you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Truly, truly, I say 

to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you 

wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will 

dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19(This he said to show by 

what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, 

“Follow me.” 
 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

    

 
APOSTLES’ CREED        (inside back LSB pew hymnal cover) 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY                      

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”                                                LSB #475 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON 

“We Don’t Work for God, God Works through Us!” 

John 21:15-19 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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OFFERING     (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER       (inside back LSB cover) 

 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 “This Joyful Eastertide”    LSB #482 

“This Is the Day” (10:30)    Choir    

“The Day of Resurrection ”    LSB #478  

 “Beautiful Savior”     LSB #537   
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  (8:00) 

 

 
+ RECOGNITION OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS + 

(10:30) 

 

Carter Crownhart 

Nik Heino 

Brooke Johnson 

Anna Kate Lembke 

Logan Romp 

Anthony Wheeler 

 

 
BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 

 

 

 



15 

 

CLOSING HYMN                

“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”                                                               LSB #474 (v. 1,2,5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EASTER DISMISSAL 

 Alleluia! Christ is Risen!        

  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE 


