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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

PALM SUNDAY 

April 14, 2019 

 
PRELUDE                              “All Hail King Jesus”                               Arr. S. Pethel 

 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PALM SUNDAY GREETING  
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit T be with you all. 

  And with your spirit. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna to the Son of David. 

 

Let us pray. 

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, 

gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy 

City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes 

again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and 

follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

  Amen. 
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THE PALM SUNDAY GOSPEL                                                           John 12:12-19 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was 

on His way to Jerusalem.  They took palm branches and went out to meet Him, 

shouting, “Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  Blessed 

is the King of Israel!”  Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, 

“Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your King is coming, seated on a 

donkey’s colt.”  At first His disciples did not understand all this.  Only after Jesus 

was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about Him and 

that they had done these things to Him.  Now the crowd that was with Him had 

continued to spread the word that He had called Lazarus from the tomb, raising 

him from the dead.  Many people, because they had heard that He had given this 

miraculous sign, went out to meet Him.  So the Pharisees said to one another, 

“See, this is getting us nowhere.  Look how the whole world has gone after Him!” 

 

RESPONSE  

 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN       “All Glory Laud and Honor”           LSB #442 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, You have poured 

out upon us Your never ending love by giving Your Son Jesus Christ into 

death for us.  He emptied Himself and became obedient even to the death 

of the cross.  Give us grace to share in His suffering and death so that we 

may be united with Him in His resurrection.  He lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

 Amen.  
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OLD TESTAMENT              Zechariah 9:9-10 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble 

and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10I will cut off the 

chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall 

be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to 

sea,  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
 

RESPONSE (8:00)     “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”      LSB #341 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 A righteous Helper comes to thee;  His chariot is humility, 

His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress. 

The end of all our woe He brings; Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 

To Christ the Savior raise your grateful hymns of praise. 
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CHOIR ANTHEM (10:30)            “Hosanna, Hosanna”                           J.M. Martin 
 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna to the King. 

Hosanna, hosanna, rang through the crowded streets. 

Thousands came to see Him, to cheer as He rode by. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna was their cry. 
 

Jesus entered into Jerusalem, people spread their garments on the road. 

Blessed is the seed of Abraham. Blessed is the King foretold. 

The multitudes all praised Him, they waved the palms in praise. 

They welcomed the Messiah as He came through the gates. 
 

Hosanne, hosanna, hosanna to the King. 

Hosanna, hosanna, rang through the crowded streets. 

Thousands came to see Him, to cheer as He rode by.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna was their cry. 
 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna to the King.  

Hosanna, hosanna rang through the crowded streets. 

Thousands came to see Him, to raise their voice and sing. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna to the King. 

 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

EPISTLE             Philippians 2:5-11 
5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though 

he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 

the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God 

has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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NICENE CREED     
 

 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON  

*During the 10:30 a.m. service, children ages 3 -7 years old are invited downstairs for 

Children’s Church at this time.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.* 

 
HYMN                              “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”              LSB #441 (v. 1-3)   

 

 

 

 
SERMON 
 

“Sincerity, as Good a Quality as That May Be, Cannot Save You” 

Proverbs 14:12 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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OFFERING   

 
VOLUNTARY    (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

O God, when we could not come to You because of our lost condition, You 

came to us in the person of Your only Son, Jesus Christ.  He humbled 

Himself and became obedient to the cross, that we might behold You and 

again feel Your embrace.  Father in heaven hear us now as we confess our 

sins to you. 

O God, we approach Your throne of mercy because we know 

we are sinners.  We stand accused by Your Law.  Our thoughts 

have been rebellious and impure and have not focused on You.  

Our words have been unkind and unholy, and have failed to tell 

of Your love. Our deeds have been erroneous and selfish and 

we have not served You and others as we ought.  Forgive us 

and help us to live as Your people for Jesus’ sake. 

 

For your sake, Jesus, the Son of God, came into this world to give His life, 

to pay the price for your sin.  Because your King came and died for you, 

you are forgiven.  God daily and richly forgives us our sins and grants us 

new life through His Spirit.  Lord, be in our midst, enliven our faith, and 

graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.   

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

As we journey through this week of our Lord’s passion and death, let us 

turn to God, the giver of new life. 

 

 A brief silence 

 

Merciful Father, Your Son endured triumphs and terrors in Jerusalem.  Give 

steadfastness to all Your people in this Holy Week, and give us insight to 

meditate faithfully upon its mysteries.  Hear us, O God; 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Merciful Father, may the gentle rule of Jesus as the Prince of Peace be 

known throughout the world.  Hear us, O God; 

 Your mercy is great. 
 

Merciful Father, may Your grace sustain all who are sick, especially…. May 

they know Your healing presence.  Hear us, O God; 

  Your mercy is great. 

 

Merciful Father, keep us in communion with those who have gone before 

us into Your endless joy, and bring us with them into Your Kingdom of 

light.  Hear us, O God; 

  Your mercy is great. 

  

Merciful Father, hear us when we cry to You; renew us, and uphold us with 

your Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER         (inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal) 



11 

 

SANCTUS             “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                  LSB #208 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen. 

 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

 “No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet”   LSB #444 

 “Blessed Are They”      Choir (10:30) 

 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”   LSB #549  

 “O Worship the King”     LSB #804 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 

It is always good and right to thank and praise You, O God.  You, who so 

dearly loved the world, that You gave Your only begotten Son, that all who 

believe in Him will not perish, but will have everlasting life.  We rejoice and 

give thanks in this, the day of salvation.  Even as the angels sing praises in 

Your presence around Your heavenly throne, and even as your children 

greeted you, Lord Jesus, coming into Jerusalem, we welcome Your real 

presence in the bread and wine, joining the hosts of heaven and the 

children of Jerusalem in their unending hymn.     

  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.       

   The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.   

The Lord lift up his favor upon you and T give you peace.   

  Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN          “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”         LSB #443 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE                    “The Heavens Declare His Glory”                    B. Marcello 
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A special thank you to the musicians sharing their talents in today’s worship service: 

 

Violin—Pei-Ju Wu 

Flute—Melissa Phillips 

Cello—Payton Ahlemeyer 

 

+          +          + 
 

Holy Week 

April 18 Maundy Thursday  Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

      First Communion for 5th graders 

 

April 19 Good Friday   Tenebrae Service at 7:00 p.m. 

 

April 21 Easter Sunday  Worship at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

      Breakfast begins at 8:45 a.m. 

      Easter Egg Hunt at 9:30 a.m. 
 

~The LCVH family, friends, and visitors are invited to bring flowers to decorate our  

Easter Cross located outside our worship entrance on Easter Sunday morning.~ 
 

+          +          + 
 

Sunday, April 28  

Regular Worship at 8:00 a.m. 

Children’s Praise Service at 10:30 a.m. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Vacation Bible School  

will be here June 3rd - 7th ! 

 
 

 


