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WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 
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PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 
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ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
  

March 31, 2019 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN   “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”      LSB #556 (v. 1,3,4) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

 Judge not, that you be not judged, 

For with judgment you pronounce you will be judged. 
 

 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, 

  But do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

 O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
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 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Father in heaven, though we deserve complete and total judgment, our 

punishment was placed on Your Son. Help us never to be unjust in our 

judgment of others, but measured with the same mercy You graciously 

demonstrate to us. Move us always to speak the truth in love. By Your 

Spirit, help us to look beyond our self-righteousness to trust in the 

righteousness of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 

  Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                    Isaiah 11:2-4 
 

(The Lord Will Judge with Righteousness) 
 

2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)                                  P. Mock/F. Lopez 
 

“Come to Save” 
 

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy, is the God-man come to save; 

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy, such a sacrifice He made. 

For we like sheep had gone astray, each one alone to his own way. 

But the Father knew our need: He heard our cry, He felt our plea. 

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy is the God-man come to save;  

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy, such a sacrifice He made. 

There in our place the Lamb was slain; 

Thru His own blood the price was paid. 

For the Savior knew our need, He heard our cry, He felt our plea. 

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy is the God-man come to save; 

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy, such a sacrifice He made. 

There at the cross the darkness fell, and from the sorrow, who could tell  

How the Father knew our need, He heard our cry, He felt our plea. 

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy, such a sacrifice He made. 

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy is the God-man come to save. 

 
EPISTLE                               Romans 2:1-11 

 

(God’s Righteous Judgment)  
 

1Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in 

passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, 

practice the very same things. 2We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on 

those who do such things. 3Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who 

do such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of 

God? 4Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and 

patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 
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5But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for 

yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. 
6He will render to each one according to his works: 7to those who by patience in 

well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8but 

for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey 

unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. 9There will be tribulation and 

distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 
10but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and 

also the Greek. 11For God shows no partiality. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
RESPONSE   “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”          LSB #563 (v. 1,2) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                 Matthew 7:1-5  
 

(Judge Not) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventh chapter. 

   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1“Judge not, that you be not judged. 2For with the judgment you pronounce you 

will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. 3Why do 

you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in 

your own eye? 4Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 

your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take the log 

out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your 

brother’s eye. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

MISSION MOMENT 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY          

“God Loved the World So That He Gave”                                       LSB #571 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                 Lenten Series:  “The Sermon on the Mount” 

Part 4:  Judge Not 

Matthew 7:1-5 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
OFFERING 

 
OFFERTORY     (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 
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PRAYERS  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 “Just As I Am, without One Plea”   LSB #570 

 “Bread of the World”    Choir (10:30) 

 “What Wondrous Love Is This”   LSB #543   

 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  LSB #425 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 

 

 

~The service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn.~ 
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CLOSING HYMN    

“There Is a Green Hill Far Away”          

 
 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  


