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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

First Sunday of Lent 
  

March 10, 2019 

PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN        “Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten”         LSB #914 (v. 1,2,4) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

 “Let your light shine before men, 

that they may see  your good deeds and glorify your Father in 

heaven.” 
 

 “For you were formerly in darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord. 

  Walk as children of Light!” 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

 O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
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 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lenten Lord, You shine Your light through Your Church so that we might 

flavor this world as the salt of the earth. Forgive us and renew us when we 

fail to shine the light of Your love. Enable us to preserve and sustain Your 

creation with mercy so others might come to Your saving grace; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                     Micah 6:6-8 
 

(What does the Lord Require?) 
 

6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 

and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God? 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)                     Adult & Children’s Choirs 

(L. Larson) 
 

“Let It Shine”  
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine!  

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine,  

Let it shine, let it shine let it shine! 

 

You are a light of the world, a city on a hill shining in the night for all to see. 

So let your light brightly shine that others may see our God who reigns in majesty. 

God is light, and in Him is no darkness. God is light the pure and holy Word. 

If we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we shall live eternally. 

 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine,  

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

 

You are the salt of the earth, redeemed by Christ’s great love.  

Come and share God’s grace for all to see. 

A healing balm for the sick, a vessel of change of those who long to be set free, set free. 

God is light, and in Him is no darkness. God is light, the pure and holy Word. 

If we walk in the light as God is in the light, we shall live eternally.  

 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 

 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 
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EPISTLE                            Ephesians 5:1-10 
 

(Walk as Children of the Light)  
 

1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named 

among you, as is proper among saints. 4Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk 

nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 
5For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or 

who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 

and God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things 

the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not 

associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in 

the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good 

and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

RESPONSE                “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”            LSB #704 (v. 1,3) 
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HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 5:13-16  
 

(Salt and Light) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall 

its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown 

out and trampled under people’s feet. 
14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do 

people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to 

all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

MISSION MOMENT 

 

CHERUB’S CHOIR                       “Salt and Light”                          A. Grant/W. King 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY         “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”           LSB #411 
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SERMON                 Lenten Series:  “The Sermon on the Mount” 

Part 1:  Salt and Light 

Matthew 5:13-16 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

PRAYERS  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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DISTRIBUTION 

 “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”  LSB #851 

 “Bring Forth the Kingdom”    Choir (10:30) 

 “Draw Us to Thee”     LSB #701   

 “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”  LSB #708 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 

 

 

~The service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn~ 
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CLOSING HYMN   “Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways”        LSB #707  

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

      


