
   

 

 

 

 



The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

February 24, 2019 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN      “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”    LSB #700 (v. 1,2,4) 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
   

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord, you taught us to love our enemies and to be merciful as you are 

merciful. By your Holy Spirit grant us the gifts of love and peace without 

which we cannot live before you; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                  Genesis 45:1-15 
 

(Joseph Reunites and Forgives Brothers Who Sold Him into Slavery) 
 

1Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He 

cried, “Make everyone go out from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph 

made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians 

heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it.  
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his 

brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 
4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. 

And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do 

not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God 

sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these 

two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor 

harvest. 7And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, 

and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, 

but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler 

over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus 

says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do 

not tarry. 10You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you 

and your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and 

all that you have. 11There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of 

famine to come, so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not 

come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin 
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see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father of all my 

honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down 

here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin 

wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After 

that his brothers talked with him. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)           H. Hopson 

“The Gift of Love” 

Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, 

And have not love; my words are vain, as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess,  

But not be giv’n by love within, the profit soon turns strangely thin. 

Come , spirit come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be made whole. 

Let inward love guide ev’ry deed. By this we worship and are freed. 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

EPISTLE READING                      Ephesians 2:13-18 
 

 (Christ Removed Hostility between All People and God) 
13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by 

the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and 

has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law 

of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man 

in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in 

one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17And he came and 

preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18For 

through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL PREPARATION HYMN 

“Blest Be the Tie that Binds”                                                         LSB #649 (v. 1,3,5)          

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                    Luke 6:27-38 
 

(Love Your Enemies) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the sixth chapter.   

   
  

27[Jesus said:] “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those 

who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29To 

one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes 

away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30Give to everyone who begs 

from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. 
31And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. 
32“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners 

love those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who do good to you, 

what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34And if you lend to 

those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 



5 

 

lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35But love your enemies, and do 

good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and 

you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 
36Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 
37“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be 

condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. 

Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into 

your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

    

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                         

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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MISSION MOMENT 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        

“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”                                  LSB #848 (1,3,4) 
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SERMON            “Forgiveness Means the Offense No Longer Separates” 

Genesis 45:1-15 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
OFFERTORY                      

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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COMMUNION PREPARATION HYMN  

“At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing”                                                            LSB#633 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”   LSB #793 

“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”  Choir (10:30) 

“Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”   LSB #819 

 “Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”     LSB #822 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this holy 

Sacrament. Keep us in Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as  

You live in us. May Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to life 

everlasting. Hear us for the sake of Your name. 

Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   

 
CLOSING HYMN           “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”                   LSB #924 

 

 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 
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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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