
   

 

 

 

 



The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

February 17, 2019 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN              “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”                 traditional 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
   

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 



2 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord, you bless the poor, the hungry, the weeping, and the persecuted.  

Mercifully hear the prayers of your people when they call upon you, and 

give us faith to believe that your kingdom belongs to the humble of heart; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                Jeremiah 17:5-10 
 

(Blessed is the Man Who Trusts in the Lord) 
 

5Thus says the LORD:  “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his 

strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD. 6He is like a shrub in the desert, 

and shall not see any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the 

wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. 7“Blessed is the man who trusts in the 

LORD, whose trust is the LORD. 8He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out 

its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain 

green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear 

fruit.” 9The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can 

understand it? 10“I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man 

according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

  

EPISTLE READING                      Ephesians 1:3-10 
 

 (Spiritual Blessings in Christ) 
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in 

him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 

before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, 
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according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with 

which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his 

blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 
8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the 

mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a 

plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and 

things on earth. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL PREPARATION HYMN 

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                                            LSB #686 (v. 1,3)          
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HOLY GOSPEL                    Luke 6:17-26 
 

(The Beatitudes from the Sermon on the Plain) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the sixth chapter.   

   
 

17And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of 

his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and 

the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 18who came to hear him and to be healed of their 

diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all 

the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and healed them 

all. 
20And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. 

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 
22“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile 

you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! 23Rejoice in that 

day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their 

fathers did to the prophets. 
24“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
25“Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. 

“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 
26“Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the 

false prophets. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED                                              

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 

us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 

He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

 and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

     

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world 

to come. Amen. 

 

MISSION MOMENT 

 
CHERUB’S CHOIR (10:30)               “Praise Him, Praise Him”                     traditional 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                       “In Christ Alone”                       Getty/Townsend 
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SERMON            “An OId Testament Beatitude” 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
 

OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERTORY                               “No Greater Gift”                Children’s Choir (10:30)             

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER           (inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal) 
 

COMMUNION PREPARATION HYMN           “Lamb of God”                   LSB#550 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”   LSB #680 

“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”  LSB #637 

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”    LSB #618 

 “Just as I Am, without One Plea”    LSB #570 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of 

power and peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those 

who have come to saving faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the 

heart, from the heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You have 

promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for which You send it; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   
 

 

CLOSING HYMN          “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”       LSB #922 (v. 1,2,4) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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