
   

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

February 10, 2019 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                     “Lift High the Cross”               LSB #837 (v. 1,5,6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell.  Refrain 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
   

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You 

have reconciled us to Yourself. Grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may 

proclaim the good news of Your salvation so that all who hear it may 

receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ , our Lord.  

 Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                    I Kings 19:9-18 
 

(The Lord Speaks to Elijah in a Still, Small Voice) 
 

9There he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of the LORD 

came to him, and he said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10He said, “I 

have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel 

have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets 

with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 
11And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD.” And behold, the 

LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in 

pieces the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. And after the 

wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12And after the 

earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of 

a low whisper. 13And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and 

went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a voice 

to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He said, “I have been very 

jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your 

covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and 

I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 15And the LORD said 

to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when you 

arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16And Jehu the son of Nimshi 

you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-

meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. 17And the one who escapes 

from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes from 

the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in 

Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not 

kissed him.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)             arr. K. Lee Scott    

“Jesus Calls Us” 
 

Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea; 

Day by day his sweet voice soundeth, saying, “Christian, follow me!” 

As of old th’apostles heard it by the Galilean lake,  

Turned from home and toil and kindred, leaving all for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world’s golden store,  

For each idol that would keep us, saying, “Christian, love me more!” 

In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, 

Still he calls, in cares and pleasures, “Christian, love me more than these!” 
 

Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, Savior, may we hear thy call, 

Give our hearts to thine obedience, serve and love thee best of all! 

Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea; 

Day by day his sweet voice soundeth, saying, “Christian, follow me,” 

Saying, “Christian, follow me!”  

 

EPISTLE READING                      Romans 10:13-17 
 

 (How Beautiful Are the Feet of Those Who Preach the Good News) 
 

13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 

they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 

without someone preaching? 15And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 

As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has 

believed what he has heard from us?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 

through the word of Christ. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL PREPARATION HYMN 

“O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”                                                  LSB #856 (v. 1,4)          
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HOLY GOSPEL                    Luke 5:1-11 
 

(Jesus Calls the First Disciples) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the fifth chapter.   

   
 

1On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on [Jesus] to hear the word of 

God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret,  
2and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and 

were washing their nets. 3Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he 

asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the 

people from the boat. 4And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 

“Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 5And Simon answered, 

“Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the 

nets.” 6And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and 

their nets were breaking. 7They signaled to their partners in the other boat to 

come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they 

began to sink. 8But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 

“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9For he and all who were with 

him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, 10and so also were 

James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said 

to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” 11And when 

they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                                       (inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal) 

 
MISSION MOMENT 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY             “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying”                  LSB #826 
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SERMON                    “The Divine Grind” 

I Kings 19:9-18 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
 

OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERTORY                      

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER           (inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal) 
 

COMMUNION PREPARATION HYMN                    “The Lamb”                   LSB#547 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

“Lord of Glory, You Have Brought Us”   LSB #851 

“Lord, You Have Gone to the Lakeshore”   Choir (10:30) 

“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”  LSB #848 

 “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”   LSB #839 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of 

power and peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those 

who have come to saving faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the 

heart, from the heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You have 

promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for which You send it; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   
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CLOSING HYMN            “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”               LSB #685 (v. 1,3,4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 


