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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship
Register during the offering. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you
become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our
congregation. If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your
growth in faith and love.
SUNDAY SCHOOL Christian education classes are offered for all ages at 9:00 AM.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering. A nursery
attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.
COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice. If you
wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder. The
cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should
not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the
Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing.

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
The Baptism of Our Lord
January 13, 2019
OPENING HYMN

“To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”

LSB # 405 (v. 1-4)

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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BAPTISMAL ADDRESS
Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, "All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." In the last chapter of Mark our Lord
promises, "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved." And the
apostle Peter has written, "Baptism now saves you."
The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful
and are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We
would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting
condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son
Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
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INTROIT

I John 5:6-10

This is the one who came by water and blood-Jesus Christ.
He did not come by water only, but by water and blood.
And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
For there are three that testify: the Spirit, the water and the
blood;
And the three are in agreement.
We accept human testimony, but God's testimony is greater!
Which he has given about his Son.
Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this testimony.

GLORIA PATRI
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KYRIE

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Heavenly Father, at the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, You
proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.
Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your
children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
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FIRST READING

Titus 3:4-7
(Washing of Regeneration and Renewal)

4

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
6
whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being
justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)

“Jesus, the Light of the World”

Arr. L Larson

Hark, the herald angels sing, Jesus, the light of the world.
Glory to the newborn King. Jesus, the light of the world.
Joyful, all ye nations rise. Jesus, the light of the world.
Join the triumph of the skies. Jesus, the light of the world.
We’ll walk in the light, the beautiful light.
Come, where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night. Jesus, the light of the world.
Christ, by highest heav’n adored. Jesus, the light of the world.
Christ, the everlasting Lord. Jesus, the light of the world.
Come, hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace. Jesus, the light of the world.
Hail the Sun of righteousness! Jesus, the light of the world.
We’ll walk in the light, the beautiful light.
Come, where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night. Jesus, the light of the world.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
Jesus, the light of the world.
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EPISTLE

Romans 6:1-11
(We are United with Christ in Holy Baptism)

1

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of
us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self
was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing,
so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been
set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also
live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to
sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 3:15-22
(The Baptism of Jesus by John)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.

15

As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all,
saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing
floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”
18
So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But
Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s
wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that
he locked up John in prison.
21
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 22and the Holy Spirit
descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven,
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

(inside back LSB cover)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY (8:00)
“All Christians Who Have Been Baptized”

9

LSB #596 (v. 1-4)

HYMN OF THE DAY (10:30)
“The First Song of Isaiah”

J.N. White

Choir: Verses
Congregation and Choir: Refrain
*To start the choir sings the refrain first time and congregation joins in the second time.

Refrain:

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Refrain
Make his deeds known among the peoples;
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, and this is known in all the world.

Refrain
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,
For the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Refrain (sung twice)
SERMON

“Means, Motive, and Opportunity”
I John 5:7
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer
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VOLUNTARY
OFFERING
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

(inside back LSB cover)

SANCTUS

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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PAX DOMINI
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI

DISTRIBUTION
“Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”

LSB #590

“In Water We Grow”

Choir (10:30)

“O Blessed Spring”

LSB #595

“All Who Believe and Are Baptized”

LSB #601
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the
life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your
Holy Spirit that, having with our mouth received the holy Sacrament, we
may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy your divine grace, the forgiveness
of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN
“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

LSB #922 (v. 1,3,4)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.
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