
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

The Third Sunday in Advent 

December 16, 2018 

 

 

PRELUDE 

     

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN     “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”      LSB #358 (v. 1,3-5) 
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OPENING VERSICLES 

 

The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

All those who await His appearance pray: 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

The whole creation pleads: 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
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INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you called John the Baptist to give witness to the coming of 

your Son. Grant us wisdom to do your will today and so to witness to 

Christ’s coming and to prepare his way, through the same Jesus Christ, 

your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

On the third Sunday of Advent, the third blue candle is lit.  This candle is 

called the “Shepherds’ Candle” and it represents joy. 

 

RESPONSE                             “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”             LSB #357 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING        Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 

(The Lord Will Rejoice Over His People) 
 

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 

heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against 

you; he has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your 

midst; you shall never again fear evil. 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

“Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. 17The LORD your God is in your 

midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; 

he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. 
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18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer 

suffer reproach. 19Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I 

will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into 

praise and renown in all the earth. 20At that time I will bring you in, at the time 

when I gather you together; for I will make you renowned and praised among all 

the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the 

LORD. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)                             Carl J. Nygard, Jr. 
 

“Prepare” 
 

A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 

Declare His humble holiness. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

He comes to conquer death. Through Him our victory is assured. 

He comes to give new life to all. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 

Receive the Lord’s forgiveness. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

His never ending grace into our waiting souls will be poured,  

And touch our faithful hears as we prepare the way of the Lord! 

And speak comfort, sweet comfort unto Jerusalem,  

And tell her the joyful news that war is at an end. 

A voice in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 

Declare His humble holiness. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

He comes to conquer death. Through Him our victory is assured. 

He comes to give new life to all. Prepare the way of the Lord! 

Prepare the way of the Lord, the way of the Lord! 
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EPISTLE READING                                   Philippians 4:4-7 
 

(Rejoice Always for the Lord Is at Hand) 
 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but 

in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE       “Hark the Glad Sound”           LSB #349 (v. 1) 
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HOLY GOSPEL                  John 3:26-36 

 

The Holy Gospel for this Third Sunday in Advent is from St. John, the third 

chapter. 

Glory be to You, O Lord.  
 

(John the Baptist Exalts Christ) 
 

26And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across the 

Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to 

him.” 27John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given 

him from heaven. 28You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the 

Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29The one who has the bride is the 

bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices 

greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 
30He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
31He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the 

earth and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32He 

bears witness to what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 
33Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 34For he 

whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without 

measure. 35The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 
36Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son 

shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED            (inside back cover of the LSB hymnal)  

    
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY             “When All the World Was Cursed”                LSB #346 

 

 

 

 
 

 
SERMON   “A Message about the Joy of Becoming Less” 

John 3:30 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING    

 

VOLUNTARY    (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH    

Lord, in Your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER           (inside back cover of the LSB hymnal) 

  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PAX DOMINI 

The peace of the T Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”   LSB #347 

“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn!” Choir (10:30) 

“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”  LSB #352   

“Once He Came in Blessing”     LSB #333 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving 

kindness sent Your only begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, 

  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN           “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”         Tune:  Hyfrydol 
 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 

    born to set thy people free; 

    from our fears and sins release us, 

    let us find our rest in thee. 

    Israel's strength and consolation, 

    hope of all the earth thou art; 

    dear desire of every nation, 

    joy of every longing heart. 
 

2. Born thy people to deliver, 

    born a child and yet a King, 

    born to reign in us forever, 

    now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

    By thine own eternal spirit 

    rule in all our hearts alone; 

    by thine all sufficient merit, 

    raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 


