
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

The Second Sunday in Advent 

December 9, 2018 
8:00 a.m. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our heart by the 

inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify Your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 

 

Let each of us humbly make confession to God, imploring His forgiveness 

through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 

 

O God, our heavenly Father, I confess to You that I have 

grievously sinned against You in many ways; not only by 

outward transgressions, but also by secret thoughts and desires 

which I cannot fully understand, but which are all known to 

You. I earnestly repent. I am heartily sorry for these my 

offenses. I beg You, of Your great goodness, to have mercy on 

me, and for the sake of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, my Lord, to 

forgive my sins and to graciously help my weaknesses.  
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Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen! 

 

OPENING HYMN              “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”                 LSB #344 
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VERSICLES FOR ADVENT 
 

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 

Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Make His paths straight. 
 

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness. 

Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 
 

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

The name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;        

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
 

Beloved in the Lord:  let this wreath remind us that Jesus Christ came to 

conquer the darkness of sin and to lead us into the light of His glorious  

kingdom; as the prophet Isaiah says: 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light 

shined.”                                                                               Isaiah 9:2 
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RESPONSE                        “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”              LSB #357 (v. 2,3) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for Your only Son.  By His 

coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path 

through the darkness of this world; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING              Malachi 3:1-7b 
 

1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the 

Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But 

who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For 

he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier 

of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 

and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of 

Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in 

former years. 
5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the 

sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those 

who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against 

those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 
6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not 

consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my 

statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the 

LORD of hosts.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING                                 Philippians 1:2-11 
 

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine 

for you all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel 

from the first day until now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good 

work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me 

to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all 

partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with 

the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your love may abound 

more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve 

what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with 

the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise 

of God. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORY        

Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch. 

This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 

This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                      Luke 3:1-14 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter 

Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 

governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip 

tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 
2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 

John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall become straight, 

and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in 

keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 

children for Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered them, 

“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has 

food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, 

“Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you 

are authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And 

he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false 

accusation, and be content with your wages.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED            (inside back cover of the LSB hymnal) 
     

HYMN OF THE DAY          “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”        LSB #334 (v. 1,3-5) 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

     Cannot His love erase;  

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

     And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

     The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing 

     Eternal life in heav’n. 
 

SERMON                        “The Holiday Intruder” 

Luke 3:1-14 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 
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OFFERING     (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

 For…[additional prayers may be inserted here]…let us pray to the Lord: 

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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LORD’S PRAYER           (inside back cover of the LSB hymnal) 
 

BLESSING 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you. 

Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN           “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                 LSB #338 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  


