
   

 

 
 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler—bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

SECOND LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR 

November 18, 2018 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN            “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”                LSB #793 

 

 

 

 
 



2 

 

INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 
 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Lord Jesus Christ, King of the universe, one day you will come in power 

and great glory, and we will see Eden’s bliss restored. O Wisdom, ruling all 

things mightily and tenderly, gather together all your people to live with 

you forever; for you live and reign with the Father and Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 

FIRST READING                                   Revelation 21:1-4 
 

(The New Heaven and the New Earth) 
 

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning 

nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)                                        S. Pethel 

“Redeemer and King” 
 

Merciful, Fatihful Redeemer and King, Savior, Deliverer and Friend; 

You paid my ransom and now I can sing, sing out a song without end. 

Yours is the power, glory, honor and praise; I will exalt you always. 

Ruling in power, glory through endless days; ever your name I will raise. 
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Merciful, Faithful Redeemer and Friend, you are the one I adore; 

There is no other on whom I depend, you are my Savior and Lord. 

Yours is the power, glory, honor and praise; I will exalt you always. 

Ruling in power, glory through endless days; ever your name I will raise. 
 

As sons and daughters we come, highest of praises we bring. 

Reconciled come let us sing, let us sing, come let us sing. 
 

Merciful, Faithful Redeemer and Friend, you are the one I adore; 

There is no other on whom I depend, you are my Savior and Lord. 

Yours is the power, glory, honor and praise; I will exalt you always. 

Ruling in power, glory through endless days; ever your name I will raise. 

Savior and Lord, you are Redeemer and King. 

 

EPISTLE                               II Peter 3:8-13 
 

(The Earth Will Pass Away to a New Heaven and Earth) 
 

8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill 

his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that 

any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord 

will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 

heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works 

that are done on it will be exposed. 
11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to 

be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of 

the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, 

and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according to his promise we 

are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                             Mark 13:24-31 
 

(The Coming of the Son of Man) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

24[Jesus said:] “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light,  25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of 

Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out 

the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 

puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I say to 

you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 



7 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                    

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
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HYMN OF THE DAY    

 “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”                                    LSB #336 (v. 1,2,4) 
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SERMON                         “New Heavens and New Earth” 

II Peter 3:8-10 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                  

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  

            against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 

 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”   LSB #733 

 “Praise to You, O God of Mercy”   Choir (10:30) 

 “What Is the World to Me”     LSB #730 

  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  LSB #802 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

His coming, we may, with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN           “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”               LSB #924 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

~Thanksgiving Eve Worship (Wednesday, November 21st) at 7:00 p.m.~ 
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MidWeek Advent Services 

 

November 28   6:00 p.m.—Fellowship meal 

    6:30 p.m.—Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

    6:45 p.m.—Advent Service—“Our Potter”  

*traditional “Hanging of the Greens” immediately following  

    7:30 p.m.—Adult Choir Practice 

 

December 5   6:00 p.m.—Fellowship meal 

    6:30 p.m.—Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

    6:45 p.m.—Advent Service—“Our Shepherd”   

    7:30 p.m.—Adult Choir Practice 

 

December 12   6:00 p.m.—Fellowship meal 

    6:45 p.m.—Advent Service—“Our Living Branch”   

    7:30 p.m.—Adult Choir Practice 

 

December 19   6:00 p.m.—Fellowship meal 

    6:45 p.m.—Advent Service –“Our Guide”  

    7:30 p.m.—Adult Choir Practice 


