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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Third Last Sunday of the Church Year 
  

November 11, 2018 

 

 

 

OPENING HYMN                   “Lift High the Cross”                      LSB #837 (v. 1-3) 
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INVOCATION  

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 
   

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. 
 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

 O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.    

  Amen. 
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PSALMODY                                                                                                Psalm 18 
 

For who is God besides the LORD?  

And who is the Rock except our God? 

 

The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;  

my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.  

 

My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  

I called to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I have been 

saved from my enemies.  

 

The cords of death entangled me; the torrents of destruction overwhelmed 

me.  

The cords of the grave coiled around me; the snares of death 

confronted me.  

 

In my distress I called to the LORD; I cried to my God for help.  

From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came before him, 

into his ears. 

 

For who is God besides the LORD?  

And who is the Rock except our God? 
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GLORIA PATRI 

 

 
 

KYRIE 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the world of darkness 

and put upon ourselves, the armor of light now in the time of this mortal 

life in which Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us in great humility, that 

in the Last Day, when He shall come again in glorious majesty to judge 

both the living and the dead, we may rise to life immortal; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMANT READING                                   Daniel 12:1-3 
 

(At the End God’s People Will Be Delivered from a Time of Trouble) 
 

1“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. 

And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a 

nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone 

whose name shall be found written in the book. 2And many of those who sleep in 

the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 

and everlasting contempt. 3And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness 

of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars 

forever and ever.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE READING                         Ephesians 6:10-17 
 

(Whole Armor of God) 
 

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 

devil. 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of 

truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and, as shoes for 

your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16In all 

circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 

flaming darts of the evil one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE   
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HOLY GOSPEL                   Mark 13:3-13 
 

(Struggles the Church Will Endure at the End of the Age) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 
 

   
 

3And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and 

John and Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell us, when will these things be, and 

what will be the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?” 5And 

Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you astray. 6Many will come 

in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7And when you hear 

of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end 

is not yet. 8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 

There will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but 

the beginning of the birth pains. 
9“But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be 

beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my 

sake, to bear witness before them. 10And the gospel must first be proclaimed to 

all nations. 11And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be 

anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that 

hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 12And brother will deliver 

brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against 

parents and have them put to death. 13And you will be hated by all for my name’s 

sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        
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NICENE CREED  

 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

CHERUB’S CHOIR (10:30)                                                 “Sing a Song and Praise Jesus” 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY           “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”         LSB #660 (v. 1,3,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                                     “The Church Militant” 

Ephesians 6:10-17 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
 

VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERING 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER       

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION  

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”   LSB #618 

“Onward, Christian Soldiers”   LSB #662 

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”   LSB #657 

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”  LSB #655 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT (8:00) 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake Your have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children, but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
 

NEW MEMBER RECEPTION (10:30) 
 

Rick & Beth Dietrich 
 

Mark & Brenda Ettredge 
 

Adam & Amber Finck, Aleila 
 

Hal & Mary Fuglaar 
 

Kelly Harris 
 

Susan Lambert 
 

Matthew Owens 
 

John Schoen 
 

Brad Sloan 
 

Earl & Stefanie Witt, Addison & Isabella 
 

BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN                     “Fight the Good Fight”                  LSB #664 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 


