
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
October 28, 2018 

Special Series on the Lord’s Prayer 

Week 7:  “And Lead Us Not Into Temptation” 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –brookeheisler@hotmail.com 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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PRELUDE                  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                      arr. D. Wolff 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN         “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”              LSB #657 (v. 1-4) 
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INVOCATION (8:00) 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (8:00) 

  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen.  
 

+HOLY BAPTISM+  

(10:30) 

Isabella Louise Witt 

Daughter of Earl & Stefanie Witt 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of 

the body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, to work with us in His 

Kingdom. 
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LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM      Lord’s Prayer – The Sixth Petition 

And lead us not into temptation. 
 

What does this mean? 

God tempts no one.  We pray in this petition that God would 

guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful 

nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, 

despair, and other great shame and vice.  Although we are 

attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome 

them and win the victory. 

 
RESPONSE               “Our Father, Who from Heaven Above”            LSB #766 (v. 7) 

 

7 Lead not into temptation, Lord, 

Where our grim foe and all his horde 

    Would vex our souls on ev’ry hand. 

    Help us resist, help us to stand 

Firm in the faith, a mighty host, 

Through comfort of the Holy Ghost. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord, lead us not into temptation, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue 

our flesh, to turn away from the world, and to overcome the devil and all 

of his ways; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen.    
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FIRST READING                                                  James 1:12-15 
 

(Remain Steadfast Under Trial) 
12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 

test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love 

him. 13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God 

cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is 

tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it 

has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)                          B. Harlan 

 

“On Christ I Stand” 
 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

On Christ the solid Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand, 

A higher plane than I have found, On Christ the solid Rock, I stand. 

When darkness seems to hide His face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 

In ev’ry high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand, 

A higher plane than I have found, On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand. 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found! 

Dressed in His righteousness alone, Faultless to stand before the throne. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand, 

A higher plane than I have found, On Christ alone I stand. 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
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EPISTLE READING                           I Peter 5:6-11 
 

(Resist the Evil One) 
 

6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the 

proper time he may exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares 

for you. 8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around 

like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, 

knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your 

brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you have suffered a little while, 

the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 

restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the dominion forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE            “Thy Strong Word”              LSB #578 (v. 1) 

 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

    At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, 

    While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 
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HOLY GOSPEL                              Luke 4:1-13 
 

(The Temptation of Jesus) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the fourth chapter.    

 
 
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit 

in the wilderness  2for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing 

during those days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. 3The devil said to 

him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” 4And 

Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” 5And the 

devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of 

time, 6and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it 

has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7If you, then, will worship 

me, it will all be yours.” 8And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.’” 
9And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and 

said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is 

written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, to guard you,’ 
11and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 
12And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’” 13And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him 

until an opportune time. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED (8:00 a.m.) 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (8:00 a.m. only) 

 

THIRD GRADE BIBLE HANDOUT (10:30 a.m.) 

~After the presentation is complete, children ages 3 years thru 3rd grade  

are dismissed for Children’s Church.~ 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”              LSB #909 
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SERMON          “Lead Us Not into Temptation” 

James 1:2-15 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                              “Find Us Faithful”        arr. Pethel 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  Hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen. 

 

 

~Please be seated for the Distribution.~ 
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DISTRIBUTION 

“Christ Is Our Cornerstone”    LSB #912 

“In the Wonder of His Grace” (10:30)  Choir 

“The Church’s One Foundation”   LSB #644 

“God of Grace and God of Glory”   LSB #850 

 

 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

I thank You, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I 

pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen. 

 

 

~The service continues on the following page with the Sending Hymn.~ 
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SENDING HYMN           “Built on the Rock”               LSB #645 (v. 1,3,4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

 

POSTLUDE                                “Processional March”                                arr. Wolff 


