
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –brookeheisler@hotmail.com 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

September 16, 2018 

Special Series on the Lord’s Prayer 

Week 1:  “Our Father Who Art in Heaven” 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN            “Father Most Holy”                             LSB #504 
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INVOCATION (8:00) 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

  Amen.  

   

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (8:00) 
  

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
   

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

 
 

+HOLY BAPTISM+  

(10:30) 

Hannah Rose Doroh 

Daughter of Melissa & Jonathan Doroh 

 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of the 

body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, to work with us in his kingdom. 
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LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM       Lord’s Prayer – The Introduction 

Our Father who art in heaven. 
 

What does this mean? 

With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is 

our true Father and that we are  His true children, so that with 

all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children 

ask their dear father. 

 

RESPONSE                   “Our Father, Who from Heaven Above”        LSB #766 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Father in heaven, You give us the assurance that You hear and answer the 

prayers of Your children. Increase our trust and confidence in Your 

goodness, so that we may fervently pray to receive Your grace and Spirit, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.    
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OLD TESTAMENT READING               II Chronicles 7:11-16 
 

(The Lord Consecrates the Temple as a House of Prayer) 
 

11Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD and the king’s house. All that 

Solomon had planned to do in the house of the LORD and in his own house he 

successfully accomplished. 12Then the LORD appeared to Solomon in the night 

and said to him: “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself 

as a house of sacrifice. 13When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or 

command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my people, 
14if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek 

my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will 

forgive their sin and heal their land. 15Now my eyes will be open and my ears 

attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. 16For now I have chosen and 

consecrated this house that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my 

heart will be there for all time.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)                              R. Fair 

“Promise Song” 

As long as the sun keeps rising from the east to the west, 

As long as the moon keeps glowing to grace us as we rest,  

You are my God. You are my Lord. 

You are my Savior, I am Yours. 

As long as the earth keeps spinning and the tides turn the sea,  

As it was from the beginning, and evermore shall be, 

You are my God. You are my Lord. 

You are my Savior, I am Yours. 

Loved with everlasting love, loved with grace that has no end. 

Perfect Heart from heaven above, You are God yet gentle friend. 
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Blessed to know such love divine, I am His and He is mine. 

As long as there’s life within me, as long as I have voice, 

My heart will keep on singing forevermore rejoice. 

You are my God. You are my Lord. 

You are my Savior, I am Yours. 

You are my God. You are my Lord. 

You are my Savior, I am Yours. 

Lord, I am Yours! I am Yours! 

 

EPISTLE READING                           I Timothy 2:1-6 
 

 (Pray for All People) 
 

1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, 

that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This 

is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people 

to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, 

and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who 

gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

   Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE  

 

 



6 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                        Matthew 7:7-12 
 

(We Can Pray with Boldness Knowing Our Father Answers According to His Good Purpose) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the seventh chapter.  

  

 

  
7“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you. 8For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, 

and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 9Or which one of you, if his son asks 

him for bread, will give him a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 

serpent? 11If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who 

ask him! 
12“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is 

the Law and the Prophets. 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

    

 
APOSTLES’ CREED (8:00 a.m) 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          “Children of the Heavenly Father”                   LSB #725 

 

 

 

 
SERMON        “The Father Who Gives Good Gifts” 

Matthew 7:7-12 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  Hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

“What A Friend We Have in Jesus”   LSB #770 

“God Is One, All Places Here” (10:30)  Choir 

“Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”  LSB #811 

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”  LSB #816 

 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

I thank You, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I 

pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   

 

SENDING HYMN          “Draw Us to Thee”               LSB #701 (v. 1-3,5) 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 


