
   

 
 

 



The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 2, 2018 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

OPENING HYMN                     “O Holy Spirit, Enter In”                               LSB #913 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen. 

 

The hour is coming, and now is here, when true worshipers will worship in 

spirit and truth. 

For God is Spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 

spirit and truth.                  --John 4:23-24 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
  

 Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen. 
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PSALM 119                 “Thy Word is a Lamp unto My Feet” 
 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 
 

When I feel afraid, 

And think I've lost my way. 

Still, You're there right beside me. 

Nothing will I fear 

As long as You are near; 

Please be near me to the end. 
 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 
 

I will not forget 

Your love for me and yet, 

My heart forever is wandering. 

Jesus be my guide, 

And hold me to Your side, 

And I will love you to the end. 
 

Nothing will I fear as long as You are near; 

Please be near me to the end. 
 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 

And a light unto my path. 

You're the light unto my path. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning.  Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 

digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen.   

   

OLD TESTAMENT READING               Isaiah 29:13-19 
 

(Isaiah Laments Outward Vain Worship Void of Faith) 
 

13And the Lord said: 

“Because this people draw near with their mouth and honor me with their lips, 

while their hearts are far from me, and their fear of me is a commandment taught 

by men, 14therefore, behold, I will again do wonderful things with this people, 

with wonder upon wonder; and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and 

the discernment of their discerning men shall be hidden.” 15Ah, you who hide 

deep from the LORD your counsel, whose deeds are in the dark, and who say, 

“Who sees us? Who knows us?” 16You turn things upside down! Shall the potter 

be regarded as the clay, that the thing made should say of its maker, “He did not 

make me”; or the thing formed say of him who formed it, “He has no 

understanding”? 17Is it not yet a very little while until Lebanon shall be turned into 

a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest? 18In that day the 

deaf shall hear the words of a book, and out of their gloom and darkness 

the eyes of the blind shall see. 19The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD, 

and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE              Colossians 2:6-15 
 

(Walk in Christ, So No One Takes You Captive) 
 

6Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7rooted and 

built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 

thanksgiving. 
8See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, 

according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and 

not according to Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 
10and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11In 

him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by 

putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12having been 

buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith 

in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13And you, who 

were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 

alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14by canceling the 

record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, 

nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 

open shame, by triumphing over them in him. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear”   LSB #908 

 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                 Mark 7:1-13 
 

(Traditions and Commands) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

1 When the Pharisees gathered to [Jesus], with some of the scribes who had come 

from Jerusalem,  
2they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, 

unwashed. 3(For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their 

hands, holding to the tradition of the elders, 4and when they come from the 

marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other 

traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper 

vessels and dining couches.) 5And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why 

do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with 

defiled hands?” 6And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you 

hypocrites, as it is written, 

“‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 
7in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 
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8You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.” 
9And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of 

God in order to establish your tradition! 10For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and 

your mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ 11But you 

say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, Whatever you would have gained from 

me is Corban’ (that is, given to God)— 12then you no longer permit him to do 

anything for his father or mother, 13thus making void the word of God by your 

tradition that you have handed down. And many such things you do.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                    

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
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HYMN OF THE DAY                   “Thy Strong Word”                   LSB #578 (v. 1,3,5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 
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SERMON                    “Tradition of God vs. Tradition of Man” 

Mark 7:1-13 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                  

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

COMMUNION PREPARTATION HYMN 

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”                                               LSB #633 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 

(Please be seated for the Distribution.) 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

 “Lamb of God”      LSB #550 

 “The Lamb”       LSB #547 

 “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”     LSB #618 

 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”   LSB #637 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this holy 

Sacrament.  Keep us in Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as 

You live in us.  May Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to life 

everlasting.  Hear us for the sake of Your name. 

 Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  

 

 

 

(The service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn.) 
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CLOSING HYMN                   “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”                LSB #923 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 
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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler—bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:lwalter@vestavialutheran.org

