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205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler—bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 
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CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 26, 2018 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                     “O Father, All Creating”                LSB #858 (v. 1,3-4) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



2 

 

INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 
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LITANY                             --based on Colossians 3 

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 

hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 

And above all put on love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony.  

Bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 

forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive.  

And above all put on love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony.  

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 

called in one body. And be thankful.  

And above all put on love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony.  

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to our God the Father.  

 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Most gracious God, we give thanks for the joy and blessings that You give 

to husbands and wives. Assist them always by Your grace that with true 

fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep their marriage vows, 

grow in love toward you and for each other, and come to Your cross and 

be renewed, refreshed, and reconciled in body and soul; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  

Amen.     
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OLD TESTAMENT READING              Genesis 2:18-24 
 

(Institution of Marriage) 
 

18Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 

make him a helper fit for him.” 19So out of the ground the LORD God formed 

every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the 

man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living 

creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all livestock and to the 

birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not 

found a helper fit for him. 21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 

man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 
22And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman 

and brought her to the man. 23Then the man said, 

“This at last is bone of my bones 

and flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called Woman, 

because she was taken out of Man.” 

24Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 

and they shall become one flesh.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE             Ephesians 5:20-33 
 

(Wives and Husbands) 
 

20giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
22Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the 

head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself 

its Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in 

everything to their husbands. 
25Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 

her, 26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 

with the word, 27so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, 

without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 

blemish. 28In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. 

He who loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but 

nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30because we are 

members of his body. 31“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 

hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32This mystery is 

profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33However, let 

each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 

husband. 
 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                          Matthew 19:1-8 
 

(Jesus Underlines God’s Purpose and Intent for Marriage) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the nineteenth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and 

entered the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2And large crowds followed him, 

and he healed them there. 
3And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce 

one’s wife for any cause?” 4He answered, “Have you not read that he who created 

them from the beginning made them male and female, 5and said, ‘Therefore a 

man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall 

become one flesh’? 6So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God 

has joined together, let not man separate.” 7They said to him, “Why then did 

Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?” 8He 

said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce 

your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.  
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                                    

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
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HYMN OF THE DAY    “Gracious Savior, Grant Your Blessing”   LSB #860 (v. 1,4-5) 
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SERMON                   “Marriage:  A Living Picture of the Gospel” 

Ephesians 5:20-33 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

 

OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                  

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  

            against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 

 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”  LSB #637 

 “O Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”    LSB #618 

 “I Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee”     LSB #632 

  “Just as I Am, without One Plea”    LSB # 570 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

His coming, we may, with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  
 

 

 

 

~The service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn~ 
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CLOSING HYMN               “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”             LSB #922 

 

 

 

 

 

5 In this union I have joined you 

        Husband and wife, 

Now, My children, live together 

        As heirs of life: 

    Each the other’s gladness sharing, 

    Each the other’s burdens bearing, 

Now, My children, live together 

        As heirs of life. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 


