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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 8, 2018 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN               “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”             LSB #686 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen. 
 

Jesus said, “Who are my brothers and sisters?” 

“Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother 

and sister.”              Matthew 12:48-50 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 
 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen. 
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PSALMODY                                                                 Psalm 69 
 

Lord, the Lord Almighty, 

may those who hope in you 

not be disgraced because of me; 
 

God of Israel, 

may those who seek you 

not be put to shame because of me. 
 

For I endure scorn for your sake, 

and shame covers my face. 

I am a foreigner to my own family, 

a stranger to my own mother’s children. 
 

But I pray to you, Lord, 

in the time of your favor; 

in your great love, O God, 

answer me with your sure salvation. 
 

For God will save Zion 

and rebuild the cities of Judah. 

Then people will settle there and possess it; 

the children of his servants will inherit it, 

and those who love his name will dwell there. 

 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Gracious Lord, your Son Jesus faithfully proclaimed Your will and Word 

wherever He went. Grant that we too may be faithful in our proclamations, 

even among those who dishonor Your Word, until Your love reaches all 

those for whom Your Son gave his life. For He lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen.     
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                   Ezekiel 2:1-5 
 

(Ezekiel’s Call to the Rebellious House of Israel) 
 

1 He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak with you.”  
2And as he spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and set me on my feet, and I 

heard him speaking to me. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, I send you to the 

people of Israel, to nations of rebels, who have rebelled against me. They and 

their fathers have transgressed against me to this very day. 4The descendants also 

are impudent and stubborn: I send you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus 

says the Lord GOD.’ 5And whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a 

rebellious house) they will know that a prophet has been among them.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE                  I Timothy 2:1-7 
 

(God Desires All to Be Saved) 
 

1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, 

that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This 

is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people 

to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, 

and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who 

gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 
7For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am 

not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                   Mark 6:1-6 
 

(Jesus Rejected at Nazareth) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
1[Jesus] went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples 

followed him.  
2And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard 

him were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things? What is the 

wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? 3Is not this 

the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and 

Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 4And 

Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and 

among his relatives and in his own household.” 5And he could do no mighty work 

there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6And 

he marveled because of their unbelief. 

And he went about among the villages teaching. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                   (inside back cover of the LSB hymnal) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                        “In Christ Alone”                    Getty/Townsend 
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SERMON         “Rejected by Family?  Yes!  Reject Family?  No!” 

Mark 6:1-6 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

 

OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                 (inside back cover of the LSB hymnal)  

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

(In Recognition of July 4th) 
 

 “God of Grace and God of Glory”   LSB #850 

 “Before You, Lord, We Bow”   LSB #966 

 “God Bless Our Native Land”    LSB #965 
 

(Distribution Hymns continue on the following page) 
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“Christ, by Heavenly Hosts Adored”                                                          TLH # 566 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

His coming, we may, with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  
 

 

 

 

~The service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn~ 
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CLOSING HYMN               “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”                      LSB #643 
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DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Please plan to return to LCVH  

at 4:00 p.m. today 

for a free concert by  

“The Harmonics” 

 


