
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –brookeheisler@hotmail.com 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 1, 2018 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN       “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”    LSB #790 (v. 1-3,5) 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

    Let the Amen 

    Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

  

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  

Nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our LORD. 

 

Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger 

or sword?  

Nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our LORD. 

 

Shall death or life, angels or demons, the present or the future, height or 

depth, or anything else in all creation? 

Nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our LORD. 

 

For we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

Glory be to the Father and to the T Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.   
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

   

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                       

Almighty God, the powers of life and death are subject to your Lordship. 

Where there is illness, give us health. When there is death, bring forth life. 

In all things, give us confidence and comfort that you are in control and 

nothing can separate us from your love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.    

Amen.  
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RESPONSE                      “Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old”          LSB #846 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING       II Kings 5:1-14 

 

 (Naaman Healed of Leprosy) 
1Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his 

master and in high favor, because by him the LORD had given victory to Syria. He 

was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper. 2Now the Syrians on one of their 

raids had carried off a little girl from the land of Israel, and she worked in the 

service of Naaman’s wife. 3She said to her mistress, “Would that my lord were 
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with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 4So 

Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so spoke the girl from the land of 

Israel.” 5And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of 

Israel.” 

So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and 

ten changes of clothes. 6And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which 

read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Naaman my 

servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.” 7And when the king of Israel read 

the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that 

this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see 

how he is seeking a quarrel with me.” 
8But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his 

clothes, he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him 

come now to me, that he may know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9So Naaman 

came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha’s house. 10And 

Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, 

and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” 11But Naaman was angry 

and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to me 

and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over 

the place and cure the leper. 12Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 

Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be 

clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage. 13But his servants came near and 

said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you 

not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14So he went down 

and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man 

of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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RESPONSE                      “Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old”          LSB #846 (v. 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

EPISTLE READING                                Romans 12:9-16 
 

(Paul Shares the Characteristics of a Christian; Including Hope in Times of Affliction) 
 

9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one 

another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not 

be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient 

in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints and 

seek to show hospitality.14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 

them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in 

harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. 

Never be conceited.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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RESPONSE                      “Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old”          LSB #846 (v. 3) 
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HOLY GOSPEL       Mark 5:21-24, 35-43 
 

(Jesus Heals the Daughter of Jairus) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the fifth chapter.    

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
21 When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd 

gathered about him, and he was beside the sea.  
22Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, 

he fell at his feet 23and implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at 

the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made 

well and live.” 24And he went with him. 

And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him.  
35While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler’s house some who said, 

“Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 36But overhearing 

what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only 

believe.” 37And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and James and John 

the brother of James. 38They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, 

and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 39And when he 

had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? 

The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40And they laughed at him. But he put them 

all outside and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him 

and went in where the child was. 41Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha 

cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42And immediately the girl got 

up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were 

immediately overcome with amazement. 43And he strictly charged them that no 

one should know this, and told them to give her something to eat. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED        (inside back LSB cover) 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”  LSB #819 (v. 1, 3-4) 
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SERMON  
 

“It’s Not About Who’s in Control in This life, But Whose Your Hope in This Life!” 

Mark 5:21-24, 35-43 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  Hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER       (inside back LSB cover) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”    LSB # 618 

“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”  LSB # 637 

“Just As I Am, without One Plea”    LSB # 570 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   
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CLOSING HYMN         “Lord of All Hopefulness”                   LSB #738 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 

  

 


