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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship
Register during the offering. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you
become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our
congregation. If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your
growth in faith and love.
SUNDAY SCHOOL Christian education classes are offered for all ages at 9:00 AM.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary during the offering. A nursery
attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.
COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice. If you
wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder. The
cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should
not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the
Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing.

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 10, 2018
8:00 a.m. Service

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

1

LSB #686 (v. 1,3,4)

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord declares, “I will forgive their wickedness.
I will remember their sins no more.”

--Hebrews 8:12

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it
to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

2

PSALMODY

Psalm 130

Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord;
Lord, hear my voice.
Let your ears be attentive
to my cry for mercy.
If you, Lord, kept a record of sins,
Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness,
so that we can, with reverence, serve you.
I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits,
and in his word I put my hope.
I wait for the Lord
more than watchmen wait for the morning.
Israel, put your hope in the Lord,
for with the Lord is unfailing love
and with him is full redemption.
He himself will redeem Israel
from all their sins.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
as it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.

3

KYRIE

4

5

HYMN OF PRAISE

“This is the Feast”

6

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty and eternal God, your Son Jesus triumphed over Satan and freed
us from our bondage to sin. Rule our lives, enable us to do our will, and
help others to see that we belong to you; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

FIRST READING

Micah 7:18-20
(God Delights in Showing Mercy)

18

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity
and passing over transgression
for the remnant of his inheritance?
He does not retain his anger forever,
because he delights in steadfast love.
19
He will again have compassion on us;
he will tread our iniquities under foot.
You will cast all our sins
into the depths of the sea.
20
You will show faithfulness to Jacob
and steadfast love to Abraham,
as you have sworn to our fathers
from the days of old.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

7

EPISTLE

Ephesians 1:1-10
(Spiritual Blessings in Christ)

1

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus:
2
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with
which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,
8
which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA VERSE

8

HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 3:20-29
(Forgiveness of Sins)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the third chapter.

20

Then [Jesus] went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not
even eat.
21
And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying,
“He is out of his mind.”
22
And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed
by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” 23And he
called them to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan?
24
If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a
house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan
has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an
end. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless
he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house.
28
“Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever
blasphemies they utter, 29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never
has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES’ CREED

(inside back LSB cover)

9

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”

LSB #563 (v.1-4)

SERMON
“Forgivable Sins! Unforgivable Sin?”
Mark 3:28-29
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer
OFFERING

(please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle)

VOLUNTARY

10

OFFERTORY

“We Give Thee But Thine Own”

LSB #781 (v. 1-2)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

(inside back LSB cover)

BLESSING
The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN

“Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

12

LSB #917

Join us Sunday, June 17th
for a

Father’s Day Brunch
9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall
13

