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  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

HOLY TRINITY 
May 27, 2018 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION               “Father Most Holy”          LSB #504 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION  
  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

God reigns over the nations, God sits on His holy throne. 

Exalt the LORD our God and worship at His footstool;  

Holy is He. 
 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, in the city of our God, His 

holy mountain. 

Exalt the LORD our God and worship at His footstool; 

Holy is He. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 
  

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

  Amen.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE              “Glory Be to God the Father”              LSB #506 (v. 1,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

 The Lord be with you.  

   And also with you.  
 

 Let us pray:  

Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge 

the glory of the uncreated and eternal Trinity and to worship the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit as the one almighty God and Lord. Preserve us and 

keep us in the one, true faith, for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live 

and reign, one God, now and forever.  

  Amen.  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                     Isaiah 6:1-8 
 

(Isaiah’s Vision of the Lord) 
 

1In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 

lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him stood the 

seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 

covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
4And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and 

the house was filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a 

man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my 

eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 
6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he 

had taken with tongs from the altar. 7And he touched my mouth and said: 

“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned 

for.” 
8And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for 

us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”  

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  
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CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)       “Our Song Shall Rise to Thee”       Heber/Martin 

 

Holy, holy, holy! O, Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord, all the saints adore thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,  

Which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 

Though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see,  

Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

Perfect in pow’r in love and purity, love and purity. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! O, Lord God Almighty!  

All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
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EPISTLE READING                         Revelation 4:1-8 
 

(The Holy Throne in Heaven) 
1After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first 

voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and 

I will show you what must take place after this.” 2At once I was in the Spirit, and 

behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 3And he who 

sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was 

a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. 4Around the throne were 

twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed 

in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. 5From the throne came 

flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne 

were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, 6and 

before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. 

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full 

of eyes in front and behind: 7the first living creature like a lion, the second living 

creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth 

living creature like an eagle in flight. 8And the four living creatures, each of them 

with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they 

never cease to say, 

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 

who was and is and is to come!” 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL                      John 3:1-15 
 

(You Must Be Born Again) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.  

 
 

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
2This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is 

with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again 

he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be 

born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be 

born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 

the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is 

flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to 

you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its 

sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 

everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are 

you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, 

truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have 

seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and 

you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one 

has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of 

Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 



9 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

  

SERMON HYMN                           “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                 LSB #507 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SERMON                               “The Holiness of God” 

     Isaiah 6:1-8 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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ATHANASIAN CREED  
 

The Confession of Faith traditionally used in Christian churches around the world on Trinity Sunday 

is the Athanasian Creed. The Athanasian Creed focuses on the doctrine of the Holy Trinity and on 

the doctrine of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Today, we read responsively a portion of the creed that 

confesses the Holy Trinity.  

 

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each 

distinct person as God and Lord, 

so also are we prohibited by the Christian faith to say that there 

are three gods or lords.  
 

The Father was not made nor created nor begotten by anyone; 

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the 

Father alone; 
 

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created 

nor begotten, but proceeding.   

Thus there is one Father, not three fathers; one Son, not three 

sons; one Holy Spirit, not three spirits.  
 

And in this Trinity none is before or after another, none is greater or less 

than another;  

but the whole three persons coeternal with each other and 

coequal.   
 

So that in all things, as has been stated above, 

the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped.   
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OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 Lord in your mercy, 

  Hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

PREFACE  

 The Lord be with you.  

  And also with you.  
 

 Lift up your hearts.  

  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

It is truly good that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, three persons equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, yet one Lord, 

one God, ever to be worshiped and adored. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:  

 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 
 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

   
(In our distribution hymns on this Memorial Day Weekend we remember  

those who have gone before us serving our God and country) 

 

 “Eternal Father Strong To Save”   LSB #717 

 “Holy, Holy”      Choir 

“God of Grace and God of Glory”   LSB #850 

“Before You, Lord, We Bow”   LSB #966 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Lord of all nations, as our memories go back to those who have died to 

preserve our liberties, make us grateful and humble.  Give us the 

determination to do all in our power to safeguard our freedom.  Make us 

diligent in prayer for our country, guide and lead those in authority with 

Your sure counsel, and give power to all Christian witness that not only the 

Christians of today but also many others may be brought to eternal life 

through You, for Jesus’ sake. 

  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  
 

 The LORD bless You and keep you;  

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;  

 The LORD look on you in favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  

 

 

~The service continues with the Recessional Hymn on the following page~ 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN        “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”     LSB #940 (v. 1,2,5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Holy Father, holy Son, 

    Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 

Though in essence only one, 

    Undivided God we claim Thee 

And, adoring, bend the knee 

While we own the mystery. 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.  


