
   

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
March 4, 2018 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 4, 2018 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                  “Lift High the Cross”            LSB #837 (v. 1,2,4) 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

 “For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom.” 

  “But we preach Christ crucified.”            

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Heavenly Father, bless us with true wisdom from on high. Help us in this 

Lenten season to grow in your Word. So that we might understand this 

day the words of your servant Paul, who reminds us that the foolishness of 

God is greater than the wisdom of man; we pray this through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING                 I Corinthians 1:18-29 
 

(Jews Demand Signs and Greeks Wisdom, but We Preach Christ Crucified) 
18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,“I will destroy the wisdom of 

the wise,and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 

through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews 

demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both 

Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the 

foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 

men. 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according 

to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what 

is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised 

in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so 

that no human being might boast in the presence of God.  
  

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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CHORAL ANTHEM            “Jesus Died Alone”       J. Parker/J. Raney 
 

Many people lined the way as the King rode into town. 

Little children sang and played, laying branches on the ground. 

But in the garden, on his knees, ‘neath the silent olive trees, 

Where he prayed in agony, Jesus prayed alone. 

Five thousand gathered on a hill just to sit beneath his feet, 

To hear him teach his father’s will near the sea of Galilee. 

But on the night he was betrayed, to the priest no word he gave. 

No defense to them he made. Jesus stood alone. 

The sick and lame from miles around came from every town and land; 

With their faces on the ground, seeking healing by his hand. 

But when he hung upon the tree, on a hill called Calvary,  

Forsaken, died for all to see, Jesus died alone. Jesus died alone. 

 

SECOND READING                     I Corinthians 2:1-5 
 

(Proclaiming Christ Crucified) 
1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 

testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing 

among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3And I was with you in 

weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4and my speech and my message were 

not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 

power, 5that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of 

God. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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LENTEN VERSE                   “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”                LSB #422 
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HOLY GOSPEL          Matthew 12:38-42 
 

(The Sign of Jonah) 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the twelfth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

38Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we 

wish to see a sign from you.” 39But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous 

generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 

prophet Jonah. 40For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of 

the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart 

of the earth. 41The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this 

generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and 

behold, something greater than Jonah is here. 42The queen of the South will rise 

up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the 

ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater 

than Solomon is here. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED       (inside back LSB cover)  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY              “In Christ Alone”                K. Getty/S. Townend 

 

 
SERMON            “The Wisdom of God vs. the Wisdom of Man” 

I Corinthians 2:5 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                  (inside back LSB cover) 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

“Lamb of God”     LSB #550 

“With the Body That Was Broken”   Choir 

“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”   LSB #427 

“Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”  LSB #435 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   
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SENDING HYMN              “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”               LSB #685 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 


