
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

February 25, 2018 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN      “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”    LSB #449 (v. 1-3) 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

 “He was wounded for our transgressions.” 

  “He was crushed for our iniquities.”            

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and eternal God, because it was your will that your Son should 

bear the pains of the cross for us so that the adversary can have no power 

over our lives; help us daily to remember our Lord’s Passion and to rejoice 

in the remission of our sins and our redemption from everlasting death; 

through Jesus Christ , your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING               Isaiah 53:3-5 
 

(Prophecy of the Suffering Servant) 
3He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 

grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 

esteemed him not. 4Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 

we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But he was wounded 

for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM         “What Grace is Mine”              Arr. L. Larson 
 

What grace is mine that he who dwells in endless light 

Called through the night to find my distant soul! 

And from his scars poured mercy that would plead for me,  

That I might live and in his name be known. 

So I will go wherever he is calling me; 

I lose my life to find my life in him.  

I give my all to gain the hope that never dies; 

I bow my heart, take up my cross, and follow him. 
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What grace is mine to know his breath alive in me; 

Beneath his wings my weary soul may soar. 

All fear can flee for death’s dark night is overcome; 

My Savior lives and reigns forevermore, forevermore! 

So I will go wherever he is calling me; 

I lose my life to find my life in him. 

I give my all to gain the hope that never dies, that never dies; 

I bow my heart, take up my cross, and follow him. 

I bow my heart, take up my cross, and follow him. 

 

EPISTLE READING                           Romans 5:1-11 
 

(Peace with God through Faith) 
1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 

God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces 

hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For 

one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 

one would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified 

by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if 

while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 

more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11More than that, 

we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 

now received reconciliation. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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LENTEN VERSE                   “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”                LSB #422 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                   Mark 8:31-38 
 

(Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the eighth chapter.    

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
31And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and 

be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and 

after three days rise again. 32And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside 

and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter 

and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things 

of God, but on the things of man.” 
34And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone 

would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
35For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 

sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36For what does it profit a man to gain the 
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whole world and forfeit his life? 37For what can a man give in return for his life? 
38For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the 

glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CATECHISM            The Second Article 
 

Redemption 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
 

What does this mean? 
 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father 

from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my 

Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 

purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 

power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 

precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and 

serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns 

to all eternity. 

This is most certainly true. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”      LSB #451 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SERMON      “You Don’t Know What You Have Until It’s Gone!” 

Mark 8:31 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                  (inside back LSB cover) 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  LSB #425 

“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”   Choir 

“What Wondrous Love is This”   LSB #543 

“Glory Be to Jesus”     LSB #433 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, God of all grace, govern our hearts that we may never 

forget Your blessings but steadfastly thank and praise You for all Your 

goodness in this life until, with all Your saints, we praise You eternally in 

Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   

 

SENDING HYMN                “There Is a Green Hill Far Away”               AGPS #235 

 

1. There is a green hill far away, outside a city wall,  

Where the dear Lord was crucified, Who died to save us all. 

 

2. We may not know, we cannot tell what pains He had to bear,  

But we believe it was for us He hung and suffered there. 

 

3. He died that we might be forgiv’n, He died to make us good,  

That we might go at last to heav’n, saved by His precious blood. 

 

4. There was no other good enough to pay the price of sin,  

He only could unlock the gate of heav’n and let us in. 

 

5. Oh, dearly, dearly has He loved! And we must love Him too 

And trust in His redeeming blood and try His works to do. 

 

DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 


