
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 AM AND 10:30 AM, Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 AM   

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR: Vicar Kyle Will –vicar@vestavialutheran.org  (850) 321-2922 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Rose Phillips –rosaphillips@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register during the offering.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you 

become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our 

congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your 

growth in faith and love.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Christian education classes are offered  for all ages at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary during the offering.  A nursery 

attendant is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in both individual cups and the chalice.  If you 

wish to receive it from an individual cup, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The 

cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who should 

not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come to the 

Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

February 18, 2018 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYM           “O Worship the King”                 LSB #804 (v. 1-4) 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

 (Jesus said,) “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 

  Repent and believe in the gospel.”           Mark 1:15 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Father in heaven, give us Your Holy Spirit so that we believe Your holy 

Word and live as members of Your gracious kingdom here in time and 

finally, by Your mercy, be brought to live as partakers of Your everlasting 

reign; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

Amen. 

 

 

OLD TETAMENT READING               Daniel 7:13-14 
 

(Daniel Receives a Vision of the Coming Messiah and His Kingdom) 
13I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came 

one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented 

before him. 14And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 

peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be 

destroyed. 

  

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

EPISTLE READING                    Colossians 1:11-20 
 

 (The Preeminence of Christ and the Rule of His Kingdom) 
11May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all 

endurance and patience with joy, 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified 

you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13He has delivered us from 

the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 
14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
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15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all 

things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 

him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

LENTEN VERSE                   “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”                LSB #422 
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HOLY GOSPEL                     Mark 1:9-15 
 

(Jesus Begins His Earthly Ministry with the Announcement that the  

Kingdom of God is at Hand) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the first chapter.    

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the 

heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice 

came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
12The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in the 

wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, 

and the angels were ministering to him. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 

God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 

repent and believe in the gospel.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CATECHISM        Lord’s Prayer: The Second Petition 

Thy Kingdom Come  
 

What is the kingdom of God for which Jesus teaches us to pray? 
 

First, it is the gracious rule and reign of God that was promised 

in the Old Testament. Second, it was ushered in by Jesus’ 

incarnation, public ministry, death, and resurrection. Third, it 

comes to us here and now by His Spirit through the Word. 

Fourth, it will be brought into its fullness when Christ restores 

all things and returns in glory. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “My Song Is Love Unknown”     LSB #430 (v. 1-3,7) 

 

 

 

 

 
7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
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SERMON         “Kingdom of God:  Noun or Verb?” 

Mark 1:15 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING        (please register your attendance in the pads located near the center aisle) 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                  (inside back LSB cover) 

 

SANCTUS 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

“Christ, the Life of All the Living”    LSB #420 (v. 1-4) 

“Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”   LSB # 435 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   LSB # 425 

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”   LSB # 851 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   

 

 

~the service continues on the following page with the Sending Hymn~ 
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SENDING HYMN                       “Jesus Shall Reign”                             LSB #832 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

 


